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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  and  Health  Services  Committees. 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  on  the  Health 
Services  of  the  County  Borough  for  the  year  1950. 

The  mid-year  population  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General 
was  109,400.  The  actual  population  at  the  1951  census  was  found 
to  be  106,605  ;  which  includes  571  persons  added  to  the  Borough 
as  from  1st  April,  1951. 

The  birth  rate  again  decreased  to  18.4  per  1,000  of  the  population 
as  compared  with  19.6  in  1949. 

The  death  rate  was  the  same  as  for  1949,  viz.,  12.9  per  1,000  of 
the  population.  Following  the  trend  of  recent  years  the  greater 
proportion  of  deaths  occurred  after  middle  age.  Fift}^  years  ago 
68  per  cent  of  the  deaths  occurred  under  45  years  of  age  and  82  per 
cent  after  that  age.  In  1950,  16  per  cent  occurred  under  45  and  84 
per  cent  at  later  ages. 

The  Infant  Mortality  rate,  i.e.  the  number  of  deaths  in  children 
under  one  year  per  1,000  live  births,  fell  to  87  in  1950  as  compared 
with  46  in  1949.  The  rate  for  1950  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in 
the  Borough. 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis  numbered  67,  (61  respiratory  and  6  non- 
respiratory) .  The  death  rate  from  this  disease  was  0.61  per  1,000 
of  the  population  and  while  still  above  that  for  the  country  generally 
it  is  the  lowest  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  yet  recorded  for  South 
Shields.  At  one  time  tuberculosis  was  the  second  and  third  on 
the  list  of  the  killing  diseases,  it  has  now  fallen  to  the  sixth  place. 
There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  disappearance  of  old  insanitary 
houses  and  their  replacement  by  new  houses  on  modern  estates, 
with  the  consequent  reduction  of  overcrowding,  will  have  a  marked 
effect  in  lowering  the  incidence  of  the  disease,  as  will  newer  methods 
of  treatment  reduce  the  number  of  deaths  from  it.  The  sooner  the 
old  insanitary  houses  are  demolished  and  new  houses  provided, 
the  sooner  will  be  a  reduction  in  the  demand  for  hospital  and 
sanatoria  accommodation. 

There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer. 
210  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease  including  88  from  cancer 
of  the  lungs  and  respiratory  passages. 
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For  the  fourth  year  in  succession  there  were  no  deaths  from 
whooping  cough  and  there  was  only  one  death  from  diphtheria 
out  of  five  notified  cases.  That  death  occurred  in  a  child  who  was 
not  immunised. 

I  would  draw  your  attention  to  the  comparatively  large  number 
of  animals  slaughtered  at  the  Abattoir  which  were  affected  by 
tuberculosis.  64  whole  bovine  carcases  were  condemned  on 
account  of  this  disease.  39  per  cent  of  cows  were  found  to  be 
tuberculous  and  more  than  6  per  cent  of  other  bovines.  There  was, 
since  1945,  a  gradual  reduction  in  the  number  of  cattle  affected  but 
in  1950  the  increase  has  been  considerable.  Constant  vigilance 
is  required  to  ensure  that  infected  meat  is  not  allowed  to  reach  the 
public. 

It  was  found  possible  to  resume  the  clearance  of  the  insanitary 
areas  of  the  town.  Three  areas  were  represented  including  395 
families.  There  is  a  great  deal  to  be  done  before  all  the  slum  areas 
are  '^lealt  with.  But  for  the  war  many  of  these  areas  would  have 
disappeared.  Progress  must  be  slow  on  account  of  the  housing- 
situation  but  the  worst  areas  are  being  represented  for  clearance. 

The  attendances  at  the  various  Maternitv  and  Child  Welfare 
Clinics  have  been  well  maintained  throughout  the  year.  No  less 
than  36,149  attendances  were  recorded.  Many  of  the  clinic 
sessions  are  held  in  church  and  other  halls  where  the  facilities  for 
examination  and  tieatment  are  bad  and  where  the  waiting  room 
accommodation  is  entirely  inadequate.  In  these  places  the  work  is 
being  carried  on  under  very  adverse  conditions  and  it  is  essential, 
if  a  high  standard  is  to  be  expected,  that  modern  clinic  facilities 
Ije  provided  on  the  new  housing  estates  and  other  parts  of  the  town. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Weir,  for  many  3rears  senior  sanitary"  inspector, 
retired  at  the  end  of  1950  after  59  years  almost  continuous  service 
with  the  Corporation.  He  submitted  52  annual  reports.  He 
carries  with  him  into  retirement  the  thanks  of  the  Council  for  his 
long  and  faithful  service  and  the  best  wishes  of  his  colleagues  in 
the  Public  Health  Department. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
loyal  co-operation  of  the  staff  of  the  Department  during  1950. 

W.  CAMPBELL  LYONS, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Public  Health  Department, 

Stanhope  Parade, 

South  Shields. 
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CHAIRMEN  OF  COMMITTEES, 
at  31st  December,  1950. 

Public  Health  Committee  . Councillor  R.  Bainbridge,  J.P. 

Health  Services  Committee . Councillor  R.  Bainbridge,  J.P. 

Mental  Health  Services 

Sub-Committee . Alderman  T.  S.  Hardisty. 

Slaughterhouse  Sub-Committee  Councillor  J.  H.  Smith. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Sub-Committee . Alderman  W.  P.  McAnany,  J.P. 

Education  Committee  . The  Mayor  (Councillor 

R.  BAmBRIDGE,  J.P.). 

Education  Welfare  Sub- 

Committee  . Alderman  M.  M.  Barbour,  O.B.E., 

J.P. 

Housing  Committee . Councillor  W.  Drummond. 

Town  Improvement  Committee  Councillor  M.  W.  Thompson. 

Welfare  Committee  . Councillor  R.  Bainbridge,  J.P. 

Children  Committee  . Councillor  J.  McKee,  M.B.,B.S. 


STAFF  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


Post  or  Appointment. 

Name. 

Qualifications. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Chief  Tuberculosis 
Officer, 

Principal  School 

Medical  Officer. 

W.  Campbell  Lyons. 

M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  Deputy 
School  Medical  Officer. 

I.  D.  Leitch. 

M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.P.H. 

Tuberculosis  Officer. 

0.  W.  Marienfeld.* 

M.D.,  L.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.F.P.S.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  School  Medical 

H.  Levy. 

M.B.,  B.S. 

Officers. 

Evelyn  H.  Bolt. 

M.B.,  B.S. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer, 
Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  and  School 
Health  Service. 

Annie  K.  Wattie. 

M.A  ,  M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.P.H. 

Post  or  Appointment. 

Name. 

1 

Qualifications. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer, 
Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare. 

M.  H.  S.  Bell. 
Dorothy  J.  Miller, 
(commenced  17/5/50). 

M.B.,  CH.B. 

M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.C.H. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 
Surgeon  (School  Health 
Service) . 

P.  MacMurray  * 

M.B.,  D.L.O. 

Consult.  Ophthalmologist 
(School  Health  Service). 

T.  Gowans.  * 

M.B.,  CH.B. 

Senior  Dental  Officer. 

F.  limes. 

(Resigned,  14/2/50). 

L.D.S. 

School  Dental  Surgeon. 

J.  L.  Reid.  * 

L.D.S. 

Dental  Surgeon  (Mat.  & 
Child  Welfare,  etc.). 

P.  Christensen.  * 

B.D.S.,  L.D.S. 

Borough  Analyst. 

C.  J.  H.  Stock.  * 

B.SC.,  F.R.I.C. 

Chief  Food  Inspector  and 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

H.  B.  Parry. 

Cert.  R.s.i.  and  Meat 
and  Smoke  Inspector’s 
Certificates.  Cert,  in 

Sanitary  Science. 

District  Sanitary  and 
Housing  Inspectors. 

R.  W.  Weir. 

(Retired  31/12/50). 

J.  McVay. 

J.  W’’ann. 

Cert,  r.s.i. 

do.  and  Meat. 

Inspector’s  Cert, 
do.  do. 

A.  Simpson. 

do.  do. 

H.  Brooks. 

do.  do. 

A.  M.  O’Hanlon. 

do.  do. 

S.  Pratt. 

do. 

E.  Oliver 

(commenced  1/12/50). 

do. 

Inspector  under  the  Shops 
Acts. 

J.  R.  Kelso. 

Superintendent  Health 
Visitor. 

Miss  E.  Mycock. 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  and 

H.v.  Certificate. 

*  Part-time  Officials  also  in  Consultant  or  Private  Practice. 
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Post  or  Appointment. 

Name. 

Qualifications. 

Non-Medical  Supervisor 

Mrs.  S.  a.  Innbs. 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

of  Midwives. 

Matron, 

Miss  E.  M.  Marlow. 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M. ,  M.T.C. 

Midwifery  Part  II., 
Training  School. 

Matron,  Day  Nurseries. 

Mrs.  E.  P.  White. 

S.R.N. 

Health  Visitors. 

Miss  M.  Mijnro. 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Miss  R.  Barrell. 

do. 

Miss  C.  W.  Everson. 

do.  and  h.v. 

Certificate. 

Miss  M.  Sherry. 

do.  do. 

Mrs.  P.  Stewart. 

do.  do. 

Mrs.  B.  Heavisides. 
Miss  S.  E.  G.  Whit- 

do.  do. 

FIELD. 

do.  do. 

Miss  M.  V.  Ingoe. 

do.  do. 

Miss  E.  N.  Jopling. 

do.  do. 

Miss  E.  Ramsay. 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

School  Nurses. 

Mrs.  D.  McPhee. 

do. 

Mrs.  E.  Hayden. 

S.R.N. 

Mrs.  E.  Appleby. 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Mrs.  J.  Johnson. 

do. 

Chief  Admin.  Clerk. 

C.  Hymers. 

Cert,  r.s.i. 
and  Meat  Inspector’s 
Cert. 

Senior  Admin.  Clerk. 

J.  Hilton. 

Cert.  R.S.I. 

Aset.  Admin.  Clerk. 

W.  Johnson. 

Clerks. 

A.  T.  Lawson. 

A.  E.  Bennett. 

W.  McKenzie. 

R.  Aldus, 

Miss  E.  Park. 

Miss  M.  Spry. 

Miss  J.  Tinmouth. 
Miss  N.  Thomson. 

Mrs.  M.  Badger. 

Miss  0.  Snaith. 

Miss  N.  Hardwick. 
Miss  B.  G.  Tindle. 
Miss  J.  Ford. 

Mental  Health  Service  : 

J.  Moran. 

Duly  Authorised 

C.  Middleton. 

Officers. 

R.  M.  Hudson. 

%■ 
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Post  or  Appointment. 

Name. 

Qualifications. 

Dental  Assistant,  School 
Health  Service. 

Scabies  Clinic  Attendant. 

Ambulance  Supt.  (1) 

do.  Drivers  (22). 

Domiciliary  Midwives  ( 20) . 

Domestic  Helps  (8). 

Rodent  Operator  (1). 

1 

Miss  0.  Deakin. 

Mrs.  C.  a.  Glattbach. 

• 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 


Area  of  Borough  (including  inland  water  but  excluding 
foreshore  and  tidal  water — 301  acres) . 

Population  at  Census,  1931  . 


Resident  population,  Registrar -General’s  estimate 
for  year  1950  . 

Density  (j)ersons  per  acre) . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1950  (according 
to  Rate  Books) . . . 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1950  . 

Produce  of  a  penny  rate  (estimate  for  1950-51) . 


4,119  acres. 
113,455 
106,605 

109,400 

26.6 

33,128 

£603,169 

£2,380 


Social  Conditions. 

The  principal  industries  are  shipbuilding,  ship -repairing,  coal¬ 
mining  and  export.  Under  the  Government’s  Development 
Schemes,  new  factories  have  been  established  for  the  manufacture  of 
dolls,  electrical  and  engineering  fittings,  gowns,  lingerie,  slippers, 
chemicals  and  pickles.  These  industries,  in  contrast  to  the  older 
established  heavy  industries,  provide  employment  for  many  women. 
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Unemployment  : — 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  H.  Evers,  Manager  of  the  Employment 
Exchange,  for  the  yearly  information  relating  to  unemployment 
which  is  summarised  below. 


The  average  numbers  on  the  live  registers  taken  from  the  monthly 
returns,  were  as  follows  : — 


1946 

1947* 

1948 

1949 

1950 

Men  (age  21-64)  . 

1,689  ] 

Young  Men 

^  1,692 

1,611 

1,898 

2,060 

(age  18-20) 

73  J 

Boys  (age  16-17)  . 

56  1 

1  65 

35 

49 

81 

Bovs  (age  14-15)  . 

58  J 

Women  (age  21-64) 

415  1 

1 

Young  Women 

1 

y  335 

314 

328 

420 

(age  18-20)  . 

64  ^ 

1 

Girls  (age  16-17)  . 

50  1 

73 

31 

25 

27 

Girls  (age  14-15)  . 

59  / 

Total . 

2,464 

2,165 

1,991 

2,3J0 

2,588 

*  Owing  to  the  fuel  crisis,  no  figures  were  available  for  February, 
and  only  the  total  males  and  females  (all  ages)  for  March. 


Of  the  different  groups  the  ^^et’centage  of  unemployed  was  as 
follows  : — 


Men  (age  21-64)  .... 
Young  Men 

(age  18-20)  .... 

Boys  (age  16-17) 
Boys  (age  14-15) 
Women  (age  21-64) 
Young  Women 
(age  18-20)  ... 

Girls  (age  16-17) 
Girls  (age  14-15) 


1946  1947* 


9 


6 

4 

5 
9 

4 

4 

6 


8 


o 

o 


6 

3 


1948 

7 


9 


4 

2 


1950 


9 


O  f) 


o 


1  2 


Total 
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The  maximum  and  mmimum  numbers  of  persons  unemployed 
during  the  year  were  : — 


Maximum. 

Men  (age  21-64)  .... 

Young  Men  . 

(age  18-20)  .... 

Boys  (age  16-17)  .... 
Boys  (age  14-15)  .... 
Women  (age  21-64) 
Young  Women 

(age  18-20)  .... 

Girls  (age  16-17)  .... 
Girls  (age  14-15)  .... 


Minimum. 

Men  (age  21-64)  . ... 
Young  Men 

(age  18-20) 
Boys  (age  16-17)  . 
Boys  (age  14-15)  . 
Women  (age  21-64) 
Young  Women 

(age  18-20)  .... 

Girls  (age  16-17)  ... 
Girls  (age  14-15)  .... 


1946 

1,958 

85 

65 

134 

568 

82 

78 

129 


1,051 

55 

46 

17 

330 

52 

39 

24 


1947* 

1948 

1949 

1950 

2,808 

1,739 

2,506 

2  354 

141 

55 

89 

128 

584 

415 

406 

504 

199 

47 

61 

69 

1,362 

1,423 

1,509 

1,671 

23 

25 

27 

32 

229 

228 

18S 

342 

17 

20 

JO 

9 

*See  note  previously  re  fuel  crisis. 
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Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 


Total.  Male.  Female. 

Live  Births  : — 

Legitimate  .  1,925  1,008 


Illegitimate 

Still  Births  : — 
Legitimate  . 
Illegitimate  . 

Deaths  . 


90 


36 

o 


45 


15 

3 


1,412  763 


917  fBirth  rate  per  1,000 
45 of  the  estimated 

[^resident  population 

TBate  per  1,000  total 
21-^  births  (live  and  still- 
2  (^births) 

r  Death  rate  per  1,000 
649 of  the  estimated 
(^resident  population 


18.4 

19.9 

12.9 


Dea-ths  from  puerperal  causes  : — 

Puerperal  sepsis  . 

Other  puerperal  causes  . 


Rate  per 
Deaths.  1,000  total 
Births. 


3  1.46 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  37.2 

Legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate 

live  births  34.3 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  .  100.0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  210 

„  „  Measles  (all  ages) .  2 

„  ,,  Whooping  cough  (all  ages)  . 

^  „  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  8 


Area  comparability  factors  : — - 


Births  .  0.98 

Deaths  .  1.08 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  of  the  County 
Borough  for  1950  is  109,400,  an  increase  on  the  previous  year  of 
1,040.  The  natural  increase — excess  of  births  over  deaths — 
was  603. 

Births. 

2,015  babies  were  born  in  South  Shields  during  1950,  a  birth  rate 
of  18.4  per  1000  of  the  population,  the  birth  rate  for  1949  was 
19.6  per  1000. 

The  proportion  of  male  to  female  births  was  1,053  males  to  962 
females.  There  were  90  illegitimate  births  or  4.5  per  cent  of  the 
total  births. 

There  were  41  still  births,  18  males  and  23  females  :  20  per  1000 
of  all  births,  live  and  still. 

The  birth  rate  in  South  Shields  as  compared  with  the  country 
generally  was  as  follows  : — 

Live  Still 

Births.  Births. 


England  and  Wales .  15.8  0.37 

126  County  Boroughs  and  great  towns  17.6  0.45 

148  smaller  towns  .  16.7  0.38 

London  Administrative  Count v  .  17.8  0.36 

South  Shields  . 18.4  0.37 


Deaths. 

There  were  1,412  deaths  during  the  year  among  South  Shields 
residents  ;  males  763,  females  649.  This  is  equal  to  a  death  rate 
of  12.9  per  1000  of  the  population,  the  same  as  the  death  rate  for 
1949.  The  figure  includes  61  deaths  of  residents  who  died  away 
from  South  Shields,  but  the  deaths  of  143  non-residents  who  died 
mostly  in  hospitals,  are  excluded. 

The  death  rate  for  South  Shields  as  compared  with  the  country 


generally  was  as  follows  : — 

England  and  Wales .  1 1 .6 

126  County  Boroughs  and  great  towns  .  12.3 

148  smaller  towns  .  11.6 

London  Administrative  County  .  11.8 

South  Shields  .  12.9 
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The  death  rate  for  South  Shields  in  the  four  quarters  of  the  year 
was  as  follows  : — 


1st  quarter  .  15.9 

2nd  quarter  .  11.6 

3rd  quarter  .  10.0 

4th  quarter  .  14.1 


Infant  Mortality. 

There  were  75  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  this 
represents  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  37  per  1,000  births  as  compared 
with  46  in  1949. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

Three  women  lost  their  lives  as  a  result  of  pregnancy  and 
parturition.  The  maternal  death  rate  was  1.46  per  1000  total 
births.  The  rate  for  1949  was  1.84  per  1000. 

Zymotic  Deaths. 

Diphtheria  caused  one  death,  a  girl  of  4  years  who  was  not 
immunised.  Measles  caused  two  deaths  and  enteritis  in  children 
under  two  years  8  deaths.  For  the  fourth  year  in  succession  there 
was  no  death  from  whooping  cough.  The  Zymotic  death  rate 
was  0.10  per  1,000  of  the  population.  This  is  the  lowest  death-rate 
from  this  group  of  diseases  ever  recorded. 

The  Chief  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — 

No.  of  Percentage 
deaths.  of  total. 


Arteriosclerotic  and  degenerative  Heart 

diseases  .  360  25.5 

Cancer  .  210  14.9 

Cerebral  haemorrhage.  Apoplexy,  etc.  179  12.7 

Bronchitis  . 102  7.2 

Pneumonia  . 88  6.2 

Tuberculosis  .  67  4.7 

Violence  and  accidents  . 60  4.2 

Prematurity  and  diseases  of  early  infancy  40  2.8 

Influenza  .  27  1.9 

Nephritis  .  14  1.0 
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Deaths  at  Various  Age  Groups. 

Up  to  1900,  little  change  was  observed  in  the  various  age  groups, 
but  since  that  time,  the  saving  of  life,  or  rather  the  postponement 
of  death  has  been  phenomenal. 

A  comparison  of  the  percentages  of  total  deaths  at  each  age 
group  for  1900  and  1950  are  as  follows  : — 


1900 

1950 

Under  I  year  of  age  . 

.  27.00% 

5.31% 

I- 

-4  . 

.  15.75% 

1.56% 

5- 

14  . . 

.  5.49% 

0.70% 

15- 

-24  . 

.  5.64% 

1.14% 

25- 

-34  . 

.  5.88% 

2.90% 

35- 

44  . 

.  8.24% 

4.25% 

68.00% 

15.86% 

45- 

-54  . . 

.  8.62% 

8.85% 

55—64  . 

.  9.68% 

15.37% 

65- 

-74  . 

.  8.19% 

26.20% 

75 

and  over . 

.  5.51% 

33.72% 

32.00% 

84.14% 

In  the  year  1900,  68.0%  of  deaths  occurred  under  45  years  of 
age,  and  32.0%  over  45  years  of  age,  while  the  corresponding 
figures  for  1950  were  15.9%  under  45  and  84.1%  over  45. 

Average  Age  at  Death  (in  years). 


Year. 

Males. 

Females. 

Overall. 

1920 

32.82 

34.84 

33.78 

1930 

42.96 

45.94 

44.32 

1940 

51.92 

54.23 

53.01 

1950 

60.53 

64.40 

62.31 

Coroners’  inquests  were  held  in  respect  of  91  deaths.  In  20  cases 
the  Coroner  ordered  a  post-mortem  examination,  but  it  was  found 


lo 


unnecessar}^  to  hold  inquests.  There  were  30  deaths  which  wero 
not  certified  by  a  medical  practitioner  and  on  whom  no  inquest  or 
Coroners’  post-mortem  examination  was  held. 

505  deaths  or  36  per  cent,  of  the  total  occurred  in  institutions, 
exclusive  of  137  deaths  among  non-residents  of  the  Borough 
These  are  detailed  in  Table  3,  page  24. 

In  the  following  table,  the  South  Shields  death  rates  in  1950  are 
compared  with  provisional  rates  for  the  country  generally,  the 
county  boroughs  and  the  smaller  towns. 


Deat 
per  1,000 

h  rate 
population. 

Deaths  per 
1,000  live 
births. 

All  Causes 

Typhoid  Fever  j 

Smallpox 

Whooping 
Cough  1 

Diphtheria 

Influenza 

1 

Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis 
( under  2  years) 

Infant  Mortality 
Rate 

England  and  Wales 

11.6 

.00 

— 

.01 

.00 

.10 

1.9 

29.8 

126  County  Boroughs 
and  Great  Towns 

12.3 

.00 

.01 

.00 

.09 

2.2 

33.8 

148  Smaller  Towns  . 

11.6 

.00 

- - 

.01 

.00 

.10 

1.6 

29.4 

London  . 

11.8 

.00 

— 

.01 

.00 

.07 

1.0 

26.3 

South  Shields  . 

12.9 

■ 

— 

.01 

.25 

3.5 

37.2 

Cremation. 

153  South  Shields  residents  were  cremated  at  the  Newcastle 
Crematorium  as  compared  with  only  5  in  1936. 

Causes  of  Death. 

The  tabulation  of  deaths  given  in  Table  1,  page  15,  follows  the 
Intermediate  List  in  accordance  with  the  Nomenclature  Regulations, 
1948,  of  the  World  Health  Organisation.  This  is  the  sixth  revision 
of  the  International  List  and  came  into  force  on  the  1st  January, 
1950. 

It  provides  for  an  international  Medical  Certificate  of  Cause  of 
Death  and  rules  for  the  selection  of  the  underlying  cause  of  death, 
which  may  be  defined  as 


(а)  the  disease  or  injury  which  initiated  the  train  of  morbid 
events  leading  directly  to  death,  or 

(б)  the  circumstances  of  the  accident  or  violence  which  ])roduced 
the  fatal  injury. 

The  chief  purpose  of  the  new  codification  is  to  secure  such 
uniformity  in  morbidity  and  mortality  statistics,  internationally, 
as  can  be  achieved  for  comparisons. 

At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  the  short  list  of  the 
causes  of  death  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar -General  is  included  in 
the  report  (Table  1  (A),  page  19)  in  order  that  the  relation  between 
the  local  tabulation  and  the  statistics  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General  may  be  compared.  There  is  substantial  agreement,  but 
as  the  Registrar -General  points  out,  the  classification  of  some 
deaths  in  respect  of  which  the  certifying  medical  practitioners  have 
given  indefinite  causes  is  modified  in  the  light  of  further  information, 
obtained  by  him  from  them  by  special  enquiries  ;  this  possible 
source  of  discrepancy  should  be  borne  in  mind. 


TABLE  I.-  CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  during  1950,  of  persons  belonging  to  the  County  Borough  of  South  Shields, 
classified  according  to  the  Abbreviated  International  List  of  Causes  (Sixth  Revision)  as  adapted  for  use  m 

England  and  Wales. 

(This  list  has  been  abridged  by  omitting  headings  against  which  no  deaths  have  been  recorded  during  the  year). 
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TABLE  1  (A)— CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  IN  THE  COUNTY  BOROUGH 
OF  SOUTH  SHIELDS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1950.  (Supplied  by  the  liEuisTRAR-GENERAL). 
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TABLE  4.— POPULATION,  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  FOR  1931-1950 
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jTar. 

Bi 

jths. 

Total  deaths 

I  egistered 
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Borough 

Trar 

at 

De£ 

sfer- 

)le 

iths 

Net  Deaths  belonging 
to  the  Borough. 

Un  cor¬ 
rected 
Num¬ 
ber. 

Net 

Of  Non-Residents 
registered  in  the  Borough 

\  1 

Of  Residents  not  1 
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Unde 

of 

r  1  year 
age. 

1  At  all  ages. 
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Num.- 

ber. 

Rate 
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per 

1.000 

Net 

Births 

l 

!  Num- 
!  her. 

1 
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1.868 
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1,645 

14.9 

172 

47 

124 

65 

1,520 

13.8 

1939 

tl06.900 

1,883 

1,834 

16.7. 

1,594 

14.9 

224 

58 

120 

66 

1,428 

13.4 

1940 

99,550 

1,843 

1,714 

17.2 

1.676 

16.8 

237 

91 

126 

75 

1,530 

15.4 

1941 

92,910 

1,732 

1,597 

17.2 

1,793 

19.3 

229 

109 

146 

92 

1,673 

18.0 

1942 

89,480 

1,712 

1.590 

17. sj 

1,492 

16.7 

223 

63 

126 

79 

1,332 

14.9 

1943 

86,130 

1,822 

1.696 

19.71 

1,622 

18.8i 

231 

68 

127 

75 

1,459 

16.9 

1944 

91,040 

2,184 

2,058 

22.6, 

1.436 

15.8; 

189 

59 

104 

51 

1,306 

14,3 

1945 

93,680 

2,008 

1,882 

20.1| 

1,482 

15.8' 

195 

64 

131 

70 

1,351 

14.4 

1946 

100,360 

2,257 

2,206 

22  0 

1.464 

14.61 

168 

48 

145 

66 

1,344 

13.4 

1947 

101.780 

2,434 

2,441 

24.0 

1.458 

14.3] 

147 

53 

118 

48 

1,364 

1.3.4 

1948 

106,800 

2,106 

2,113 

19.8 

1,373 

12.9| 

137 

59 

89 

42 

1,295 

12.1 

1949 

108,360 

2,120 

2,127 

19.6' 

1,479 

13.6 

141 

64 

97 

46 

1,402 

12.9 

1950 

109,400 

2,026 

2,015 

18.4^ 

1,494 

13. 7| 

143 

61 

75 

37 

1,412 

12.9 

Notes. — (a)  The  rates  in  Columns  5,  7,  and  13  are  calculated  per  1,000  of 
the  population, 

(6)  “  Transferable  Deaths  ”  are  deaths  of  persons  who,  having  a 

fixed  or  usual  residence  in  England  or  Wales,  died  in  a  district 
other  than  that  in  which  they  resided. 

*  Modified  estimate  for  calculation  of  rates,  as  Borough  was 
extended  on  1st  April,  1936  (mid-year  estimate  for  extended 
Borough,  1 1 1 ,800) . 

t  The  population  for  the  calculation  of  the  birth  rate  for  1939 
as  given  by  the  Registrar  General  was  110,000. 


TABLE  5.- BIRTH-RATES,  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES,  AND  DEATH  RATES  FROM  VARIOUS  CAUSES,  1871-1950. 


2G 


Since  1891,  Membranous  Croup  has  been  included  under  Diphtheria.  fl^iarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2  years  of  age)  since  1905. 
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CANCER. 

During  1950  there  were  210  deaths  from  cancer  as  compared 
with  209  in  1949  and  219  in  1948.  113  of  the  deaths  occurred 

among  males  and  97  among  females.  There  were  41  deaths  from 
cancer  of  the  respiratory  system.  The  cancer  death  rate  was  1.92 
per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared  with  1.93  for  England  and 
Wales.  Cancer  accounted  for  14.9  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths  in 
the  Borough.  64  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  hospitals. 

The  sex  distribution  and  location  of  deaths  in  South  Shields 
during  1950  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — ■ 

Male.  Female.  Total. 


Salivary  glands  .  1 

Pharjmx  .  1 

Oesophagus  .  6 

Stomach  .  28 

Small  intestine  and  duodenum  .  1 

Large  intestine  (except  rectum)  5 

Rectum  .  8 

Biliary  passages  and  liver  (primary)  4 

Pancreas  .  2 

Unspecified  digestive  organs  .  1 

Larynx .  2 

Trachea,  bronchus  and  lung 

(primary)  .  27 

Lung  and  bronchus  (unspecified)  5 


Breast  . 

Cervix  uteri . 

LTerus  (unspecified) . 

Ovary,  Fallopian  tubes  and  broad 


ligament  . 

Other  female  genital  organs  . 

Prostate  .  8 

Kidney .  2 

Bladder  and  other  urinary  organs  4 

Skin  . 

Brain  and  other  parts  of  nervous 

system  .  3 

Bone .  1 

Hodgkins’  disease  . 

Lymphoma  (other  forms)  .  1 

Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia  .  3 


1 

1 

5  11 

19  47 

1 

10  15 

6  14 

3  7 

2  4 

1 

1  3 


6 


21 

6 

4 


o 

21 

6 

4 


a 

9 


9 


9 


9 

9 

8 

4 

4 

9 


1 

1 

1 


3 


4 

2 

1 

1 

6 


Total 


113 


97 


210 


28 


])eaths  from  cancer  have  shown  a  progressive  increase  during 
the  last  twenty  years,  particularly  from  cancer  of  the  lungs  and 
pleura.  The  apparent  increase  in  lung  cancer  can,  to  a  large 
extent,  be  accounted  for  by  better  diagnosis.  Formerly  it  was 
most  difficult  to  distinguish  during  life  between  cancer  and  tuber¬ 
culosis  of  the  lung,  but  since  the  advance  in  diagnostic  methods 
and  in  thoracic  surgery,  which  has  taken  place  during  the  last 
decade  or  so,  it  is  now  possible  to  distinguish  more  accurately 
between  the  two  conditions. 

The  distribution,  percentage  of  total  deaths  and  percentage  of 
deaths  35  years  of  age  and  upwards  (i.e.  the  age  usually  affected) 
since  1931  is  given  in  the  following  table. 


CANCER  DEATHS,  1931  to  1950. 
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*Unfler  the  new  regulations  of  the  World  Health  Organisation  which  came  into  force  on  1st  January, 
1950,  the  following  diseases  are  now  classified  as  Cancer,  ;  Hodgkin’s  disease,  Lymphoma  (reticulosis), 
Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia  and  Mycosis  fungoides  and  these  diseases  have  therefore  been  added  to 
1931/49  figures  for  comparison. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 


Water  Supply. 

The  supply  is  constant,  adequate  and  pure.  The  greater  part  of 
the  water  is  pumped  from  deep  w^ells  in  the  magnesian  limestone, 
and  the  remainder  is  obtained  from  upland  gathering  grounds. 

It  is  supplied  by  the  Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water 
Company  Avhich  maintains  fourteen  pumping  stations  and  thirteen 
service  reservoirs  within  the  135  square  miles  of  the  area  supplied 
by  them . 

Steps  are  being  taken  to  reduce  the  hardness,  and  during  the  past 
year  the  Total  Hardness  has  been  reduced  by  3.9  parts  per  100,000. 

The  following  is  a  typical  analytical  report  on  the  chemical  and 
bacteriological  properties  of  the  water  : — - 


Parts  per 

Chemical  Analysis.  100,000 

Total  Solids .  57.5 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides  .  7.0 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  .  0.2 

Free  Ammonia  .  Nil. 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  .  0.002 

Oxygen  absorbed  (3  hrs.  at  37°C.)  . .  0.0052 

Total  Hardness  .  34.5 

Temporary  Hardness .  26.8 

Permanent  Hardness  .  7.7 

Colour  (Hazen  degrees)  .  5 

Suspended  Matter  .  Nil. 

Iron  . Nil. 


(The  hardness,  represented  in  degrees  is  as  follows  : — 

Total  24.2  :  Temporary  18.8  :  Permanent  5.4). 
Bacteriological  Examination . 

Organisms  visible  on  agar  after  48  hours  incuba¬ 
tion  at  37°C . 1.0  per  ml. 

Coliform  organisms  absent  in  1,  10,  and  100  ml. 

Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

All  sewer  outfalls  are  direct  into  the  sea  or  River  Tyne  ;  discharge 
being  very  apparent  at  the  Corporation  Quay  which  is  in  close 
proximity  to  one  of  the  largest  sewers.  Not  only  is  the  river 
discoloured  by  the  discharge  at  this  point,  but  it  looks  and  smells 
offensive. 
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Closet  Accommodation. 

All  closets  are  on  the  water  carriage  system — with  the 

exception  of  a  few  isolated  buildings. 

Public  Cleansing. 

This  service  is  administered  by  a  separate  department  which 
is  responsible — not  only  for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  all  domestic 
and  trade  refuse^ — but  also  for  the  cleansing  of  over  130  miles  of 
streets. 

Xew  sites  for  tipping  will  be  necessary  in  the  near  future  as 
Cleadon  and  Gypsies  Green  are  levelled  off. 

The  tips  are  visited  regularly  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and 
Rodent  Operator.  No  nuisance  has  been  created  during  the  year. 

Camp  Sites. 

The  six  Nissen  huts  in  the  North  Marine  Park  have  now  been 
removed  and  the  occupants  re-housed.  Huts  however  still  remain 
at  Northfield  Gardens  and  Marsden  :  35  inspections  were  made. 

Swimming  Bath. 

Water  from  the  Derby  Street  swimming  pool  is  periodically 
sampled  for  chlorine  content,  and  the  “  pH  ”  factor  is  also  checked. 

Eight  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  ; 
each  was  satisfactory. 


Eradication  of  Vermin. 

(a)  Premises  : 

During  the  year,  210  premises  were  treated — for  bugs  (55), 
cockroaches  (72),  fleas  (17),  rodents  (44),  other  vermin  (6). 

(b)  Persons  : 

Apart  from  those  children  found  to  be  unclean  at  school  medical 
inspection,  no  verminous  person  was  reported  during  the  year. 


Schools. 

Forty  visits  were  paid  by  the  Inspectors,  generally  the  premises 
were  found  to  be  kept  satisfactorily. 


Offensive  Trades. 


There  are  now  only  six  offensive  trades  on  the  register  ,viz.  : — 

1  gut  scraper. 

2  tripe  boilers. 

3  rag  and  bone  dealers. 

Three  of  these  occupy  premises  at  the  Abattoir.  150  visits  were 
paid  during  1950. 

Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  fourteen  licensed  Seamen’s  Lodging  Houses  in  South 
Shields  and  136  visits  were  paid  by  the  Inspectors.  These  premises 
are  also  under  Police  supervision. 

Rodent  Control. 

Complaints  of  rats  or  mice  numbered  300.  Of  these  210  referred 
to  dwellings,  74  to  business  premises  and  16  concerned  Corporation 
buildings. 

For  twelve  weeks  during  the  year,  six  men  from  the  Cleansing 
Department  were  engaged  in  baiting  the  sewers.  Of  3,062  manholes 
treated,  59  %showed  evidence  of  rats. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  estimated  “  kill  ”  for  1950  :~ 


Number  of 

Weight 

Estimated  kill 

Treatment.  baits  laid. 

of  bait. 

Rats  and  Mice. 

Complaints  .  2,604 

2J  cwts. 

4,810 

Sewer  Treatment  (1)  4,593 

7  cwts. 

5,383 

Sewer  Treatment  (2)  4,647 

7  cwts. 

4,992 

Total  ... 

15,185 

Cinemas. 

During  the  year,  40  visits  were  paid  to  the  twelve  cinemas. 

Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911-1928. 

One  formal  sample  of  rag-flock  was  taken  from  one  of  four 
premises  visited.  Examination  showed  that  it  confirmed  to  the 
recpiisite  standard. 

Atmospheric  Pollution. 

Eighteen  smoke  observations  were  taken  and  advice  given  on 
the  operation  of  existing  plant. 
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One  forced  draught  furnace,  although  designed  to  burn  inferior 
fuel  emitted  excessive  smoke  because  of  over  loading  at  certain 
periods,  and  due  to  inadequate  knowledge  on  the  part  of  boiler 
house  personnel.. 

Another  case  of  overloading  was  satisfactorily  dealt  with  by  the 
installation  of  a  larger  boiler. 

Factories. 

During  the  year,  87  visits  were  paid  to  factories  under  the  1937 
Factories  Act  (workplaces  being  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936). 

Tables  1,  II  and  III  indicate  the  local  position  at  the  end  of  1950. 
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Table  I. 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Niunber 

on 

R''gister 

Number  of 

ProniiseR 

Inspections 

W  ritten 
notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  winch  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  5 
are  to  be  enforced  by 

Local  Authorities 
(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 

206 

24 

3 

Local  Authority 
(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Imcal 
Authority  (excluding 

483 

58 

10 

■ 

• 

out -workers  premises) 

— 

5 

— 

~ 

Total  . 

689 

87 

13 

- — • 

Table  II. 

Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 

found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

2 

2 

. — _ 

- 

_ 

Overcrowding 

— 

— ■ 

■ — - 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  tempera¬ 
ture  (S.3)  . 

_ 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.3) . 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

_ 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

( s.  c  • 

(a)  insufficient  . 

1 

1 

1 

(b)  unsuitable  or 

3 

3 

— 

1 

— 

defective  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes  . 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork)  . 

Total  . 

6 

6 

— 

2 

35 


Outwork. 


Table  III. 


Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature  of  Work 

No.  of 
out¬ 
workers  in 
August 
list 

recjuired 
by  Section 
110(l)(c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure 
to 

supply 

lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in 

unwhole¬ 

some 

premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

W earing  app  arel 
Making,  etc.  . 

1 

Cleaning  and 

washing  . 

■ 

Stuffed  toys  . 

— 

— 

■ — - 

— 

Total  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

VISITS  BY  SANITARY  INSPECTORS  DURING  1950. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  visits  of  inspection,  etc,,  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  year  1950  : — 


General  district  inspection  .  7,733 

Inspection  of  repairs  to  property  .  1,824 

Interviews  and  appointments  .  1,113 

Investigation  of  complaints  of  nuisances  .  1,369 

Testing  drains .  117 

Smoke  observations  .  18 

Overcrowding  .  11 

Furnished  rooms  .  1 

Seamen’s  lodging  houses  .  136 

Factories  (M.P.) .  66 

do.  (N.M.P.)  21 

Homeworkers’  premises  .  6 

Bakehouses  .  19 

Fried  fish  shops  .  29 

Ice  cream  shops  .  20 

Other  shops .  2 

Food  premises .  1,297 

Food  inspections  .  184 

Food  sampling  . : .  486 

Stables  and  allotments  .  246 

Piggeries  .  102 
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Cinemas  . 

Rats  and  vermin  . 

Schools . 

Refuse  dumps  . 

Squatters  . 

Rag  and  bone  dealers  . 

Local  Land  Charges  . 

Public  conveniences  . 

Abattoir  . 

Plans  . 

*Infectious  diseases  . 

Tuberculosis  . 

Contacts  of  smallpox,  etc . 

Demolitions  . 

Yards  . 

Food  Poisoning  . 

*  includes  318  cases  reported  as  dysentery. 

NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  1950. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  notices  served  by  the  Sanitary 


Inspectors  during  the  year  1950.  : — 

(A)  On  Owners  : 

Number  of  notices  served  .  919 

Number  of  houses  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  habitation  .  714 

Nuisances  caused  by  : 

Choked  or  defective  drain .  80 

Defective  w.c .  49 

Defective  scullery  sink  wastepipe  .  16 

Defective  lavator}^  basin  . .  1 

Accumulations  of  refuse  .  3 

House  without  sufficient  sanitarv  accommodation  1 

House  without  sufficient  water  supply  .  4 

House  without  adequate  washing  facilities  .  2 

Defective  outbuildings  .  44 

Factory  :  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  .  1 

dirty  w.c .  1 

Food  premises  not  complying  with  byelaws  .  2 

Dilapidated  stables  .  1 


(B)  On  Occ:upi£1vS  : 

For  nnisanccs  caused  bv  : 

Dirty  yard,  etc .  30 

Accumulations  of  refuse  .  2 


40 

401 

40 

36 

35 

4 

166 

151 

47 

279 

1,373 

66 

59 

5 
30 
79 
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Preliminar}?^  notices  served  .  919 

do.  complied  with .  621 

Statutory  notices  served  .  318 

do.  complied  with .  275 

Referred  to  the  Town  Clerk  .  110 


It  was  not  necessary  to  institute  proceedings  for  failing  to  comply 
with  statutory  notices. 


STRUCTURAL  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED  DURING  1950. 


Dwelhng  houses  :  closed  .  6 

demolished  .  2 

generally  improved  .  751 

Drains  :  abolished  .  1 

provided  .  68 

relaid  .  7 

repaired  .  23 

cleared  .  136 

traps,  gullies,  etc.,  provided  or  renewed .  43 

Yards  :  relaid  .  21 

repaired  .  33 

W.c’s.  :  newly  provided,  complete .  14 

basins,  cisterns,  etc.,  renewed  .  118 

Dustbins  :  provided  .  7 

Urinals  :  repaired  .  3 

Baths  :  provided  .  14 

Washups  :  of  metal,  replaced  by  stoneware  .  2 

newly  provided  .  52 

traps,  waste-pipes,  etc.,  repaired .  82 

Lavatories  :  repaired  .  8 

Washhouses  :  provided  .  1 

rebuilt  or  repaired .  119 

floors  repaired  . * .  5 

Other  outbuildings  :  provided  .  4 

rebuilt  or  repaired .  120 

Water  supply  :  reinstated  .  6 

Factories  :  general  repairs  .  2 

Stables  and  piggeries  ;  closed  .  4 

repaired  .  18 

Public  houses  :  drains  repaired  .  2 


Total  improvements  .  1,672 
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HOUSING. 

There  were  33,128  inhabited  houses  in  the  County  Borough  at 
the  end  of  1950. 

Fair  Rents  Inforjnation  Bureau. 

The  following  statement  by  the  Borough  Treasurer  summarises 


the  work  of  the  Bureau  during  1950  : — 

Complaints  by  tenants  of  overcharging .  88 

Enquiries  by  landlords  .  49 

Enquiries  concerning  warrants  of  distress,  notices 

to  quit,  repairs,  etc .  44 
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Overcharged  rents  refunded — £61. 

Rent  Restriction  Acts. 

No  application  for  a  certificate  has  been  received. 

New  Houses. 


332  new  houses  were  completed  during  the  year  as  follows  : — 


Type. 

Number. 

Situation. 

Aged  Persons  . 

3(1 

The  Lonnen. 

Bungalows  . 

39 

Marsden. 

Bungalows  . 

20 

Bamburgh  Avenue. 

Terrace  Houses  . 

.  .  24 

Marsden. 

Terrace  Houses  . 

22 

Lay  gate  Street. 

Two -storey  3  bedroom  houses  .  . . 

20 

Bamburgh  Avenue. 

Two-storey  3  bedroom  houses  .... 

177 

Marsden. 

Housing  Administration. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  work  of  the  Inspectors 


during  1950  : — . 

Houses  inspected  .  1,192 

Number  of  inspections  .  3,576 

Number  of  totally  unfit  houses .  393 

Number  of  houses  not  reasonably  fit  .  919 

Rendered  fit  by  informal  action  .  621 

Statutory  Notices  served  .  318 

Rendered  fit  after  Statutory  Notice  .  275 
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Slum  Clearance. 

Francis  Street  (No.  1)  Clearance  Area. 

Clearance  of  this  area  by  compulsory  purchase  ordet  was 
confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  became  operative  in 
January,  1950. 

The  ten  buildings  contained  34  tenements  which  housed  34 
families  (121  persons). 

All  the  buildings  have  now  been  demolished  and  the  tenants 
re-housed. 

On  the  31st  October,  1950,  a  Public  Inquiry  was  held  in  the  Town 
Hall  where  objectors  to  the  folloAving  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders 
were  heard  by  an  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  : — 

William  Street  Area. 

Maxwell  Street  (No.  3)  Area. 

Raglan  Street  Area. 

The  total  number  of  buildings  in  the  three  clearance  areas  is 
152  and  these  are  divided  into  378  tenements  which  house  395 
families  (1,234  persons).  The  Orders  were  confirmed  by  the 
Minister  of  Health  with  little  modification  early  in  1951. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

The  number  of  milk  distributors  on  the  register  on  3 1st  Deeeinl^er, 


1950  was  as  follows  : — 

U  nbottled 

Bottled 

Milk. 

Milk. 

Total. 

On  register,  31st  December,  1949 

49 

288 

337 

Registered  during  1950  . 

36 

36 

Removed  from  register  . 

49 

324 

373 

Five  of  these  are  wholesale  dealers,  eight  are  producer- retailers, 
and  two  are  producer-retailers  from  outside  the  town. 


Milk  (Special  Designated). 

The  following  licences  were  granted  during  the  year  : — 


Estah. 

Estah. 

Estah. 

Estah.  Stipple- 

where. 

loh  ere 

U'here 

whore  mentary 

Total. 

produced  produced 

sold. 

pasteurised,  licences. 

do  bottled. 

only. 

or  sterilised. 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Milk  . 

1 

i 

3 

11 

Accredited  . 

1 

1 

Pasteurised 

1 1 

1  4 

16 

Sterilised  . 

135 

1  L> 

138 

1 

1 

153 

2  9 

166 

Ice-Cream. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  the  following  premises  were  on  the  register  at  the  end  of 


For 

manufacture 

For  sale 

Total. 

and  sale. 

only. 

On  register  in  1949 

.  34 

113 

147 

Registered  in  1950 

.  1 

15 

16 

35 

128 

163 
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Meat  Inspection  at  the  Public  Abattoir. 

There  are  no  private  slaughter-houses  in  the  town  ;  all  slaughter¬ 
ing  of  animals  for  food  is  carried  out  at  the  Public  Abattoir. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  at 
the  Public  Abattoir  during  the  past  nine  years  : — 


J942 

1043  1944 

1945 

!  1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

Beasts 

5306 

5317  i  5167 

5240 

5361 

5183 

5051 

5375 

6597 

Ca]\  es 

30 

14  i  31 

i  ~ 

35 

1 5 

11 

966 

8 

Sheej) 

28777 

22369  20339 

23290 

25451 

17454 

16693 

19832 

20151 

Pigs 

61 

93  !  68 

182 

06 

56 

123 

225 

1137 

Goats 

■ 

47  ■  103 

54 

31 

69 

18 

24 

Total 

34174 

27840  25708 

28838 

30974 

22777 

21896 

26422 

27893 

Food  Inspected  and  Rejected  as  Unfit. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  food  rejected  during  the 
year  : — 

At  the  Abattoir  : — 


On  account  of  Tuberculosis.  : — 


1 

Cows. 

Bul- 

Heifers.  locks. 

Bulls.  Calves. 

1 

Pigs 

wTr-.-TT'  • 

;.  Total 

Whole  carcases  and 

offal  . 

49 

7 

7 

1 

3 

67 

Parts  and  organs  i 

rejected  . 

344 

151 

173 

22 

690 

Tota  animals 

affected  . 

393 

158 

180 

1 

25 

757 

Parts  and  organs  rejected  on  account  of  Tuberculosis.  : — • 


Cows 

Heifers 

Bullocks 

Bulls 

Calves  j  Pigs 

Forequarters 

12 

2 

2 

Hindquarters 

1 

Feet 

12 

Ribs . 

3 

1 

Heads 

80 

88 

65 

25 

Lungs  . 

267 

223 

133 

.  29 

Hearts 

262 

221 

128 

29 

Livers 

29 

29 

16 

29 

Stomachs 

14 

13 

9 

13 

Fats  and  guts 

39 

30 

17 

.  .  , 

Mesenteric  Fats  only 

o 

Kidneys 

4 

i2 

4 

. 

Udders  . 

6 

3 

1 

Spleens  . 

10 

9 

6 

Diaphragms  (Skirts) 

35 

28 

7 
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Weight  of  meat  and  offal  (excluding  lungs,  tripes  and  guts) 
rejected  on  account  of  Tuberculosis  : — 

Beef  49,872  lbs.  Pork  2,0671bs. 

Weight  of  beef  and  pork  . 23  tons  3  cwt.  83  lbs. 

Weight  of  lungs,  tripes  and  guts, 

13,294  lbs . 5  tons  18  cwt.  78  lbs. 

Total  weight  rejected  on  account 

of  Tuberculosis  . 29  tons,  2  cwts.  49  lbs. 


Comparative  table  showing  the  Percentages  of  Animals  found  to  be 
affected  with  Tuberculosis  during  the  past  seven  years. 


Cattle 

ex- 

Year. 

eluding 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Pigs. 

cows. 

Number  of  animals  killed  and 

1944 

4,881 

286 

31 

68 

Inspected. 

1945 

4,866 

374 

72 

182 

1946 

4,962 

399 

35 

96 

1947 

4,741 

442 

15 

56 

1948 

4,740 

311 

11 

123 

1949 

5,101 

274 

966 

225 

1950 

5,584 

1013 

8 

1137 

Whole  carcases  rejected 

1944 

9 

14 

1945 

9 

6 

1946 

17 

13 

1947 

14 

17 

1948 

'  9 

11 

1 

1949 

13 

5 

1 

2 

1950 

15 

49 

O 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

1944 

425 

90 

2 

or  organ  was  rejected. 

1945 

399 

140 

13 

1946 

595 

no 

2 

1947 

292 

70 

1 

O 

1948 

362 

52 

1 

6 

1949 

256 

48 

8 

1950 

324 

344 

22 

Percentage  of  animals  affected 

1944 

8.89% 

36.36% 

2.94% 

with  tuberculosis 

1945 

8.4% 

39.00/t 

7.20/^ 

1946 

12.33% 

30.83% 

2.080/^ 

1947 

6.4% 

19.7% 

6.7% 

3.6% 

1948 

7.8% 

20.3% 

9.1% 

5.6% 

1949 

5.3% 

19.3% 

0.1% 

1950 

6.1% 

38.80/0 

•)  .>0/ 

Carcases  and  Organs  rejected  for  other  diseases  and  conditions. 
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Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  (excluding  lungs,  tripes  and  guts) 
rejected  at  the  abattoir  for  all  diseases  (excepting  tuberculosis)  and 
unwholesome  conditions  — 


Beef  .  51,490  lbs.  and  230  lbs.  Beef  (bruised) 

Mutton .  3,604  lbs. 

Pork  .  2,232  lbs. 


57,556  (30  tons,  13  cuts.,  100  lbs.). 


Lungs,  tripes,  guts  . : .  6,167  lbs. 

1,186  portions  of  liver  .  4,081  lbs. 


10,248  lbs.  (4  tons,  11  cwts. 

56  lbs.) 


Miscellaneous  parts  rejected. 

Bovine  1,805  lbs.") 

Sheep .  58  lbs.  [^2,166  lbs.  (1  ton  74  lbs.). 

SiA'ine .  303  Ibs.J 


Food  rejected  outside  Abattoir. 

Meats .  7,169  lbs. 

Biscuits  .  912  lbs. 

Cereals  .  1,213  lbs. 

Pish  .  365  lbs. 

Weight- — 5  tons 


Butter,  Margarine, 

Cheese  . 740  lbs. 

Vegetables  and  Fruit  765  lbs. 

Cake  . 141  lbs. 

Miscellaneous  . 895  lbs. 

8  cwts.  104  lbs. 


Canned  and  Packed  Foodstuffs. 

12,625  tins  of  food,  weighing  6  tons,  9  cwts.  71  lbs.  were  rejected, 
as  well  as  2,818  packets  weighing  19  cwts.  14  lbs. 


Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926. 

Six  informal  samples  were  submitted  and  found  to  be  satisfactory^ 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts,  1894-1937. 

jMo  contravention  of  the  Acts  or  Orders  was  reported  during  the 
year. 

Food  and  Drugs  Administration. 

The  total  number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  was  454,  of 
which  450  were  informal  and  4  formal. 
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The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  samples,  results  of  analyses  and 
action  taken  : — 


Chemical  Analysis. 

Sterilised  milk .  22 

Accredited  milk  .  3 

T.T.  (Farm  Bottled)  .  35 

T.T.  (Pasteurised)  .  43 

Raw  Milk .  5 

Pasteurised  .  45 

-  153 

Miscellaneous  dry  goods  .  39 

Ice  cream  samples  .  30 

For  Food  poisoning .  6 

-  228 

Bacteriological  Examination. 

Sterilised  .  24 

Other  Designated  milks  : — 

T.T.  (Farm  bottled)  .  39 

T.T.  (Pasteurised)  .  47 

Pasteurised  .  62 

Accredited  .  4 

- 152 

Other  Milk  .  10 

Ice  Cream .  30 

For  Food  poisoning .  5 

-  221 

Biological  Examination. 

Raw  milk .  5 

— —  5 


Total  .  454 


Two  formal  milk  samples  were  found  to  be  genuine.  One  formal 
Pork  sausage  sample  was  found  to  be  10.8%  deficient  in  meat 
content,  but  was  not  considered  to  be  a  suitable  case  for  prosecution. 

One  formal  Pork  sausage  sample  was  found  to  be  29^,',  deficient 
in  meat  ;  but  after  corresponding  with  the  Ministry  of  Food,  no 
legal  action  was  advised. 

Four  samples  of  ice-cream  were  found  to  be  below  the  Provisional 
fat  standard  and  the  Ministry  of  Food  was  notified. 
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Of  30  ice-cream  samples  submitted  for  provisional  grading  : 
8  were  grade  1,  4  grade  2,  7  grade  3,  9  grade  4  and  two  jars  were 
broken  in  transit. 

Legal  Proceedings. 

One  case  concerning  the  sale  of  sausage  containing  a  cigarette  end 
was  proved.  The  butcher  was  fined  £5,  and  £3  3s.  Od.  costs. 

Centenary  Exhibition. 

The  Civic  and  Industrial  Exhibition  was  held  in  the  Bents  Park 
from  August  17th  to  August  26th  (Sunday  excepted). 

It  was  a  great  success,  and  the  department  took  this  opportunity 
to  show  the  range  of  duties  carried  out. 

Films  were  also  shown  on  Food  poisoning  and  Food  hygiene,  and 
an  introductory  talk  was  also  given  by  the  Chief  Inspector  on 
‘‘  Prevention  of  food  contamination.” 

Food  Premises. 

On  the  19th  June,  1950,  the  Ministry  of  Food  confirmed  the 
Corporation’s  application  for  Food  Byelaws  under  section  15  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  These  Byelaws,  intended  to  secure 
the  observance  of  sanitary  and  cleanly  conditions  with  reference 
to  sale  of  food,  came  into  operation  on  the  24th  July,  1950. 

By  the  end  of  1950,  1,299  copies  of  these  Byelaws  had  been 
presented  to  traders  and  their  premises  visited. 

During  the  year  51  more  traders  installed  washing  facilities. 
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INSPECTION  UNDER  THE  SHOPS  ACTS. 

Number  of  Shops. 

Xiimber  of  Shops  on  Register  at  41st  December,  1950,  excluding 
stalls  in  Market  Place  and  including  cinemas  and  petrol  filling 


stations  : — 

Occupied  .  1,093 

Vacant  .  83 


1,776 


Assistants. 

Assistants  are  employed  in  939  shops  ;  the  remaining  shops 
occupied,  837,  being  conducted  by  the  occupiers. 

Licensed  Premises. 

The  number  of  premises  on  the  register  which  are  licensed  for 
the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  to  be  consumed  on  the  premises, 
is  116,  in  none  of  these  premises  are  any  assistants  employed  under 
the  age  of  18  years. 


Visits  to  Premises. 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  shops,  including  stalls  and  cafes  on 
foreshores,  motor-filling  stations,  licensed  premises  1,792,  excluding 
visits  to  premises  after  closing  hours. 

Interviews  and  appointments.  36. 

Complaints  received  and  investigated  53. 


Infringements  of  the  Shops  Acts,  1912-1950. 

Not  exhibiting  assistants  weekly  holiday  Notices 

Section  1  (2)  . 

Not  providing  seats  for  female  shop  assistants 

Section  3  (1)  . 

Not  closing  shoj)  on  weekly  Half  Holiday  at  1  p.m. 

Section  4  (2)  . 

Not  exhibiting  Notices  in  respect  of  Early  Closing  Day, 

Section  4  (3)  . 

Trading  after  hours . 

Not  keeping  records  of  hours  of  employment  of  Young 
Persons  and  not  exhibiting  the  forms  and  notices 
required- — ^Section  7(1)  . 


j 


t 
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Record  of  Hours  of  Work  of  Young  Persons  not  being 

kept  up  to  date,  Regs.  1934 — Section  7 .  8 

Not  exhibiting  Notices  that  seats  were  provided  for  the 

use  of  female  shop  assistants — Section  12 .  16 


Shop  {Sunday  Trading  Restriction)  Act,  1936. 

Not  keeping  in  prescribed  form  a  record  of  the  names 
and  hours  worked  by  persons  employed  about  the 
business  of  a  Shop  on  Sunday,  and  of  the  days  in 
the  week  each  person  receives  compensatory 


holidays  for  Sunday  employment — Section  12 .  2 

Trading  on  Sundays  (Section  1)  .  5 

Not  exhibiting  Notices  stating  the  purpose  for  which  a 

Shop  is  open  on  a  Sunday  (Section  4)  . .  14 


These  infringements  were  first  offences  and  the  persons  in 
default  were  cautioned  and  instructed  by  the  Inspector,  94  verbally 
and  46  by  written  intimation. 

In  one  case  a  letter  of  caution  was,  ou  the  instruction  of  the 
Committee,  sent  by  the  Town  Clerk. 

Circulars  explaining  the  various  Shops  Acts  were  issued  to 
traders  where  required. 

The  Shops  Act,  1950  came  into  operation  on  1st  October,  1950. 
This  Act  repeals  the  Shops  Acts  1912  to  1938  and  other  regulations 
relating  to  shops. 

Each  year  since  1939  an  Emergency  Closing  Order  has  been  made 
under  the  Defence  Regulations  in  respect  of  Evening  Closing  Hours 
contained  in  (Hours  of  Closing)  Act,  1928,  substituting  early 
closing  hours  for  the  winter  months. 

Provision  for  these  earlier  closing  hours  are  provided  for  by  the 
new  Act  of  1950.  In  addition  to  this  Act  there  are  twelve  orders 
made  by  the  Council  and  in  addition  each  year  a  South  Shields 
(Ocean  Road  and  Foreshores)  Sunday  Trading  Order  is  made 
permitting  certain  articles  to  be  sold  in  that  area  named  in  the 
Order  on  a  Sunday  under  Section  51  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


The  following  tables  give  the  corrected  figures  of  all  cases  of 
Infectious  Disease  notified  in  the  Borough  during  1950  : — 

Table  A  — Age  Groups. 

,,  B  — Ward  Distribution. 

,,  C  — Seasonal  Incidence. 

,,  D  — Comparative  figures  for  past  10  years. 

,,  E  —  ,,  ,,  for  England  and  Wales.' 

Table  A. — Age  Groups  of  Notifications,  1950. 


Disease. 

At 

all 

ages 

Under 

1 

1 

& 

2 

3 
& 

4 

5— 

9 

10- 

14 

15— 

24 

25— 

44 

45— 

64  65— 

Scarlet  fever  . 

106 

3 

13 

22 

59!  6 

1 

2 

Whooping  cough  . 

202 

19 

47 

64 

71 

1 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

23 

2 

5 

6 

4 

5 

1 

Measles  . 

1,194 

67 

397 

441 

278 

6 

2 

3 

Diphtheria . 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  :  influenzal 

23 

1 

1 

4 

1 

/ 

6 

3 

primarj^ 

133 

11 

9 

7 

8 

2 

12 

33 

28 

23 

Dysentery  . 

272 

8 

55 

45 

56 

15 

18 

48 

15 

12 

Smallpox  . 

Encephalitis  . 

Enteric  fever . 

4 

2 

1 

1 

Ervsipelas  . 

20 

1 

4 

12 

3 

Meningococcal 

infection  . 

6 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Food  poisoning  . 

55 

3 

10 

9 

6 

2 

3 

16 

4 

9 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

11 

.  .  , 

11 

Ophthalmia 

neonatorum  . 

8 

8 

.  .  . 

Malaria  . 

9 

3 

6 

Pemphigus 

neonatorum  . 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  : 

respiratory  . 

166 

7 

1 

15 

9 

52 

53 

29 

non-respiratory 

35 

3 

2 

7 

4 

7 

8 

2 

2 

Total 

2,273 

125 

548 

599 

509 

51 

101 

191 

104 

45 

Table  B. — Ward  Distribution  oJ  Notifications,  1950. 
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TABLE  C.— Seasonal  Incidence  of  Notifications,  1950. 
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Table  D. — ^Comparative  Notifications  for  the  past  ten  years. 
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Table  E.  Conparative  Case  rates  per  1,000  of  population  of  certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  1950. 
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Hospital  treatment. 

During  1950,  154  cases  of  infectious  diseases  belonging  to  South 
Shields  were  treated  in  hospitals  as  under  : — 


R.V. 

Walker 

Deans 

General 

Ingham 

Infmii. 

Gate 

Total. 

Hosp. 

Hosp. 

Infmy. 

Ncle. 

Hosp. 

Scarlet  fever  . 

56 

56 

Enteric  fever  . 

3 

1 

4 

Diphtheria  . 

5 

5 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

14 

4 

1 

1 

20 

Dysentery  . 

6 

11 

2 

19 

Food  poisoning  . 

1 

1 

2 

Meningococcal  infect’n. 

1 

3 

4 

Pneumonia . 

22 

22 

Measles  . 

15 

15 

Erj^sipelas  . 

1 

1 

Malaria  . 

6 

6 

Total  . 

98 

50 

4 

1 

1 

154 

In  addition,  27  patients  were  admitted  to  the  Deans  Hospital, 
suspected  to  be  suffering  from  infectious  diseases  which  were  not 
confirmed  on  subsequent  diagnosis. 

Infectious  Disease  Contacts. 

66  persons  who  entered  the  country  by  sea  or  air  had  been  in 
contact  with,  or  had  come  from  ports  infected  with  typhus  fever 
(61)  and  smallpox  (5),  while  one  person  had  been  in  contact  in 
another  part  of  the  country  with  poliomyelitis. 

All  these  contacts  were  kept  under  supervision  for  the  necessary 
period  but  none  contracted  any  of  the  diseases. 

Food  Poisoning. 

Although  there  were  considerably  more  outbreaks  than  the 
previous  year,  no  large  or  dramatic  occurrences  were  reported  in 
1950.  In  fact  the  largest  number  of  persons  involved  in  any 
outbreak  was  5,  and  all  outbreaks  appeared  to  be  limited  to  single 
households,  often  to  single  persons.  No  fatal  cases  were  reported 
and  no  cases  had  to  be  admitted  to  hospital  on  account  of  severity 
of  illness  per  se,  although  one  case  was  ascertained  in  hospital  to 
which  she  had  been  admitted  as  a  case  of  suspected  enteric  fever, 
and  four  children  were  later  admitted  to  hospital  as  symptomless 
excretors  of  Salmonella.  Of  the  total  of  55  persons  affected  in  the 
31  outbreaks,  40%  were  children  of  pre-school  age. 


No  cases  other  than  those  of  the  bacterial  t3rpe  were  notified. 
Salmonella  organisms  were  responsible  in  14  outbreaks,  9  of  these 
being  single  cases  (Salmonella  typhi-murium  in  13,  Salmonella 
enteritidis  in  1)  In  11  outbreaks  no  bacterial  cause  was  demon¬ 
strated  but  in  4  of  these  no  faeces  samples  were  collected  from  the 
patients.  In  one  outbreak  both  Salmonella  and  dysentery  (Sonne) 
organisms  were  isolated  from  two  of  the  persons  involved  and  it 
was  difficult  to  avoid  noticing  the  resemblance  in  behaviour  of 
Salmonella  to  dysentery  (Sonne)  infections  in  many  of  the  cases 
reported. 

In  none  of  the  cases  was  there  reasonable  bacteriological  proof 
incriminating  any  particular  food  ;  in  most  cases  any  suspected 
foodstuff  had  been  disposed  of  before  the  investigation  began. 
Meat  or  meat  products  were  suspected  in  three  outbreaks,  cream 
cakes  in  one,  and  duck  eggs  in  another.  In  one  single  case,  corned 
beef  was  found  to  be  contaminated  with  staphylococci  but  it  was 
not  certain  that  this  was  a  pathogenic  strain  and  unfortunately 
no  faeces  sample  was  available  from  the  patient. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  cases  : — 

(1)  1st  Quarter — -9.  2nd  Quarter — 29.  3rd  Quarter — 10. 

4th  Quarter — 7.  Total — 55. 

(2)  Outbreaks  due  to  Identified  Agents  ; — 

Total  :  5 .  Total  Cases  :  14. 

I)ue  to  ; 

{a)  Chemical  poisons  .  — 

[h]  Salmonella  organisms  .  5 

(c)  Staphylococci  .  — 

{d)  CL  botulinum  .  — 

(e)  Other  bacteria  .  — 

(3)  Outbreaks  of  Undiscovered  Cause  : 

Total  :  7.  Total  Cases  :  22. 

(4)  Single  Cases  : 

Agents  identified  ; 

(a)  Salmonella  organisms  .  9 

(b)  Staphylococci  .  1 

(c)  B.  Oysent.  Sonnei  .  5 

Unknown  cause  .. 

Total  Single  cases 


4 

19 
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Laboratory  Examinations. 

The  following  is  a  classified  list  of  pathological  examinations, 
etc.,  carried  out  at  various  laboratories  for  the  Public  Health 


Department. 

At  the 

Public  Health 

General 

Public 

Laboratory, 

Hospital^ 

Health 

Newcastle. 

South 

Dept. 

Shields. 

Throat  swabs  . 

.  127 

1 

52 

Nasal  swabs  . 

2 

Ear  swabs  . 

Urine  . 

2 

30 

Faeces  . 

1,277 

2 

Blood  . 

3 

Miscellaneous  . 

10 

Total 


127 


1,290 


87 
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NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT. 

SECTION  22.— CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 
Notification  of  Births. 

The  number  of  births  notified  or  registered  in  the  Borough  during 
1950  was  as  follows  : — 

Live  Still 

Births.  Births. 

Domiciliary  Births  : 

Notified  by  midwives  .  1,578  17 

Notified  by  doctors  .  1 

Registered  .  2 

Births  m  General  Hospital  : 

Notified  by  midwives  .  333  29 


1,914  46 

Less — Born  in  General  Hospital  to  mothers 

not  normally  resident  in  the  Borough  :  74  9 


1,840  37 

Add — Born  in  Institutions  outside  Borough 

to  mothers  normally  resident  in  the  town  :  *185  *4 

Born  at  private  residence  outside  Borough 
to  mother  normally  resident  in  the  tovm  :  1 


Net  total  .  2,026  41 


*The  institutions  outside  the  Borough,  where  the  births  occurred, 
were  as  follows  ; — 

Danesfield  Maternity  Home,  Jarrow  .  100  2 

Princess  Mary’s  Hospital,  Newcastle  upon 

Tyne . 27  1 

Fern  wood  House,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne .  3 

Gables,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  .  1 

General  Hospital,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  2 

Ashleigh  Nursing  Home,  Gosforth  .  8 

Ravensborne,  Maternity  Home,  Gosforth  1 

Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital,  Gateshead  .  1 

Bensham  General  Hospital,  Gateshead  .  1 

Royal  Infirmary,  Sunderland  .  6  1 

Lealholme  Nursing  Home,  Sunderland  .  22 

Maternity  Hospital,  Sunderland  .  2 

Preston  Hospital,  North  Shields  .  4 

Victoria  Jubilee  Infirmary,  Tynemouth .  2 
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Priory  Nursing  Home,  Tynemouth  .  2 

Craiglea  Nursing  Home,  Low  Fell  .  1 

Maternity  Hospital,  Croxdale  .  1 

Richard  Murray  Hospital,  Blackhill  .  1 


Total  .  185  4 


The  total  births  2,026  correspond  to  a  birth  rate  for  1950  of  18.5 
per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared  with  19.6  in  1949  and  19.8 
in  1948. 

Included  in  this  total  are  20  sets  of  twins  : — 

9  sets  born  at  home. 

9  sets  born  in  General  Hospital. 

1  set  born  in  Princess  Mary’s  Hospital. 

1  set  born  in  Hanesfield. 

Premature  Infants. 

The  number  of  Premature  infants  (i.e.  weighing  54  lbs.  or  less  at 
birth)  notified  during  the  year  was  121  ;  76  of  these  were  born  at 
home  and  45  in  hospital. 


The  survival  of  these  during  the  first  28  days  of  life  was  as 
follows  : — 


Weight  at  birth. 

Died 

in 

First 

24  hrs. 

Died 
on  2nd 
to  7th 
day 

Died 
on  8th 
to  28th 
day 

Sur¬ 
vived 
28  days 

Total 

(a)  Nursed  entirely  at  home  ; 

Under  3  lbs.  . 

1 

1 

2 

.3—4  lbs. 

3 

O 

4- — -5^  lbs.  . 

1 

1 

.59 

61 

T  otal  . 

5 

1 

60 

66 

(6)  Born  at  home,  trans- 

f erred  to  hosjntal  : 

Under  3  lbs. 

2 

1 

1 

4 

3—4  lbs . 

1 

2 

‘‘i) 

O 

4 — 5^  lbs.  . 

2 

1 

o 

o 

Total  . 

4 

2 

4 

10 

(c)  Born  in  hospital  : 

Under  3  lbs . 

1 

2 

3 

3 — 4  lbs. 

1 

6 

7 

4 — lbs.  . 

1 

34 

35 

Total  . 

3 

i 

42 

45 

60 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

There  were  8  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  notified  during  the 
year  occurring  in  domiciliary  confinements. 

No  impairment  of  vision  occurred  in  any  of  these  cases,  nor  of  the 
two  cases  under  treatment  from  1949. 

42  other  cases  of  “  discharging  eyes  ”  were  notified  by  mid  wives. 

Five  of  these  cases  were  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
There  was  no  impairment  of  vision  in  the  remainder  of  the  cases,  nor 
of  the  two  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  1949. 


Nemphicjus  Neonatorum. 

One  case  only  was  notified,  it  occurred  in  the  General  Hospital. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

11  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified,  8  of  which  occurred 
in  the  General  Hospital.  The  three  cases  nursed  at  home  were 
referred  to  the  nurses  of  the  South  Shields  and  District  Nursing 
Association. 

Infant  Mortality. 

There  were  75  deaths  among  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
(45  boys  and  .30  girls)  ;  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  37  per  1000 
births.  The  neo-natal  infant  mortality  was  15  per  1000  births. 

Deaths  among  illegitimate  children  numbered  9  out  of  90  births, 
compared  with  68  deaths  among  1,925  legitimate  children. 

The  principal  causes  of  deaths  in  infants  were  : — 


Prematurity  .  14 

Congenital  defects  .  19 

Pronchitis  .  3 

Pneumonia  .  12 

Enteritis  .  8 

Other  causes  .  19 


Maternal  Mortality, 

There  were  three  deaths  among  South  Shields  mothers  during  the 
year  as  a  result  of  pregnancy,  all  occurring  in  the  General  Hospital. 
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The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — 

{a)  Acute  pulmonary  oedema  :  mitral  stenosis  :  precipitated 
by  a  prolonged  labour  in  childbirth  :  deceased  dying  under 
an  anaesthetic  administered  to  assist  delivery.  (Coroner). 
Child  born  in  hospital. 

(6)  Obstetric  shock  12  hours  :  acute  inversion  of  the  uterus 
and  p.p.h.  Child  born  at  home,  mother  afterwards  removed 
to  hospital. 

(c)  Post  partum  haemorrhage  :  ruptured  uterus.  Child  born 
in  hospital. 

The  maternal  death-rate  was  1.46  per  1,000  total  births  as 
compared  with  1.84  in  1949.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
0.86  per  1,000  total  births. 


Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

Two  clinics  are  in  use  as  follows  : — 

Municipal  Clinic,  Stanhope  Parade,  and  the 
“  Nook  ”  Assembly  Hall,  Cleadon. 

Number  of  sessions  held  during  the  year  .  252 

Women  attending  (total)  .  2,454 

New  cases  .  1,949 

Total  attendances  .  11,214 

Post-Natal  Clinics. 

Patients  were  seen  at  the 

Municipal  Clinic,  Stanhope  Parade,  and  , 

“  Nook  ”  Assembly  Hall,  Cleadon. 

Women  attending  (total)  . . .  38 

New  cases  .  38 

Total  attendances  . ' .  53 


Table  6.  DEATHS  DURING  1950  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR. 

CAUSES  AND  AGES. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under  1  Week.  | 

1-2  Weeks. 

_  -  -  J 

j  2-3  Weeks.  | 

3-4  Weeks.  | 

1  Total  under  4  E 

I  AVeeks.  | 

1-3  Months 

3-6  Months. 

6-9  Months. 

9-12  Months.  | 

4'otal  Deaths 

under  1  Year. 

. 

Ir— 1 

j  Females.  | 

All  causes  :  Certified 

27 

.. 

27 

13 

16  1  2 

5 

63 

40 

23 

Uncertified 

2 

1 

3 

4 

4  1 

12 

5 

7 

Tb.  Meningitis  . 

. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Meningococcal  meningitis 

1 

-  •  -  •  1  . 

1 

1 

Non-meningococcal 

meningitis  . 

1 

1 

2 

•7 

Vascular  lesions  . 

1 

1 

1 

Otitis  media  . 

1 

1 

1 

Upper  resp.  infection 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Tnflnenz.a  . 

i 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

Broncho  pneumonia 

--- 

2 

7  . 

1 

10 

/ 

3 

Primary  pneumonia  . 

1 

1 

2 

o 

Acute  bronchitis  . 

2  1 

3 

1 

9 

Diseases  of  teeth  and 

supporting  struc.  . 

. 

1 

1 

2 

o 

.  . 

Intestinal  obstruction 

and  hernia 

1 

1 

1 

Gastro  enteritis,  etc. 

5 

3  1 

. 

8 

5 

3  \ 

Spina  bifida  and 

1 

\ 

1, 

meningocele  . 

1 

1 

1 

1  ' 

3 

3 

.  i 

Other  congenital  mal- 

formations 

2 

•) 

1 

1 

1 

ru 

2 

3  S 

Birth  injuries  . 

0 

' 

() 

6 

5 

1 

Asphyxia  and 

atelectasis... 

5 

5 

5 

3 

9  i 

Infections  of  the  new- 

1 

; 

born 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Ill -defined  diseases  and 

immaturity . 

14 

14 

14 

7 

7  1 

Ill-defined  and  unknown 

1 

1 

1  ! 

Accidental  causes  . 

1 

2 

3 

-\ 

Total  . 

21) 

1 

1 

30 

17 

20  3 

5 

1  75 

i 

45 

30^ 

1  i 

1 

Xet  births  in  the  year  : — 

Xet  deaths  in  the  year  : 

Legitimate . 

1,925 

Legitimate  infants  . 

Illegitimate  . . 

90 

Illegitimate  infants  . 

07 


8 


63 
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*Tho  ))iftli.s  dealt  with  in  this  tal)lo  are  (a)  1,012  live  births  notified  under  the  Public  Health  Act; 
(b)  2  registei’cd  and  Jiot  jn’eviously  notified,  and  (c)  180  inward  transfers,  from  other  districts  ,  but  74 
birtlis  in  the  Coneral  Hospital  among  non-residents  of  the  Borough  are  excluded.  Elsewhere  in  this 
report  the  Registrar  General’s  figures  of  births  registered  during  the  calendar  year  have  been  used 
for  the  calculation  of  birth  rates. 
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Day  Nurseries. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  work  of  the  two  Day  Nurseries, 
Nos.  1  and  29,  Beach  Road,  for  the  past  year.  There  is  accom¬ 
modation  for  40  children  in  each  nursery. 

1  Beach  29  Beach 
Road.  Road. 


No.  of  children  on  the  register  at  end  of  1949  32  35 

Admissions  during  1950  : — 

Under  2  years  old  .  14  18 

2 — 5  years  old .  17  21 

No.  of  attendances  during  1950  : — 

Under  2  years  old  .  2,403  2,014 

2 — 5  years  old .  5,374  4,719 

Average  attendance  per  session  : — 

Under  2  years  old  .  8.7  7.3 

2 — 5  years  old .  19.5  17.2 

No.  of  children  on  the  register  at  the 
end  of  1950  : — 

Under  2  years  old  .  14  12 

2 — 5  years  old .  28  25 


The  prevalence  of  measles  and  whooping  cough  in  the  early 
months  of  the  vear  caused  a  decrease  in  the  attendances. 

kJ 

Taken  over  the  whole  year,  the  percentage  of  children  whose 
mothers  were  in  full  employment  was  89%,  and  three  per  cent  were 
compassionate  cases.  Applications  for  admission  are  considered 
and  approved  by  a  special  committee. 

Domestic  Help  Scheme. 

Eight  full-time  and  two  part-time  domestic  helps  were  employed 
at  end  of  year.  There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  demand  for 
domestic  helps.  During  1950,  157  cases,  including  54  maternity 
cases,  were  provided  with  domestic  helps. 

Number  of  sessions  worked  by  the  domestic  helps  were  3,271. 

Maternity  (54  cases)  611.  Others  (103  cases)  2,660. 


Ultra  Violet-ray  Treatment. 

241  children  made  2,943  attendances.  Conditions  treated  were  : 


Debility .  107 

Chest  diseases  .  36 

Rickets,  etc .  88 

Skin  diseases  .  4 

Other  .  6 


Dental  Treatment. 

The  tables  on  the  following  page  give  a  summary  of  the  work 
carried  out  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Dental  Surgeon 
during  1950. 


(a)  Numbers  provided  with  dental  care 
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Care  of  Illegitimate  Children. 

The  scheme  for  the  care  of  illegitimate  children  and  unmarried 
mothers  is  carried  out  by  a  joint  committee  of  the  Council  and  the 
Jarrow  Deanery  Moral  Welfare  Association.  A  full-time  welfare 
worker  is  employed  with  an  office  in  South  Shields.  Her  duties, 
however,  also  embrace  the  areas  of  neighbouring  authorities. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the 


welfare  worker  for  South  Shields  cases  during  1950  : — 

No.  of  unmarried  mothers  seeking  help  and  advice  .  41 

,,  married  women  with  illegitimate  children .  9 

,,  widows  with  illegitimate  children .  3 

,,  mothers  sent  to  hostels  .  12 

,,  mothers  provided  with  maternity  accommodation  3 

,,  South  Shields  children  placed  elsewhere  .  6 

,,  children  from  elsewhere  placed  in  South  Shields  5 

,,  calls  at  the  office .  737 

,,  visits  by  welfare  worker .  308 
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SECTION  23.— MIDWIFERY  SERVICE. 

Intention  to  practise. 

46  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise  during  1950. 
Of  these,  23  were  in  the  general  hospital,  and  23  were  municipal 
domiciliary  midwives.  At  the  end  of  the  year  22  mid  wives  were 
in  the  municipal  service  and  18  in  the  general  hospital. 

Suspension  from  practice. 

Fourteen  temporary  suspensions  of  midwives  were  notified  to 
the  Central  Midwives  Board  on  account  of  infectious  conditions  as 


follows  : — 

Puerperal  pyrexia  .  9 

Chicken  pox  .  1 

Inf  luenzal  pneumonia  .  1 

Measles .  1 

Septic  spots .  1 

Whooping  cough  .  1 


Domiciliary  Midwives. 

1,597  births  were  attended  in  their  own  homes,  85  more  than  in 
1949.  In  727  cases  the  services  of  a  doctor  as  well  as  a  midwife 
were  engaged.  In  342  cases  medical  aid  was  sought  by  the  midwives 
under  Section  14  (1)  of  the  Midwives  Act,  1918. 

The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  work  of  the  domiciliary 
midwives  during  1950. 

Number  of  cases  attended  : — 


As  midwives  .  870 

As  nurses  .  718 


Other  cases  (miscarriages,  etc.)  49 
In  addition,  28  patients  were  attended  on  their  discharge  before 
the  i4th  day  from  hospital. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  were  as  follows  : — 


Morning  visits . 22,075 

Evening  visits .  5,219 

Pre-natal  visits  .  7,736 

Post-natal  visits  .  1,735 


Total  . . 36,765 


(kis  arid  Air  Analgesia. 

1,052  patients  had  “  gas  and  air  analgesia  administered  by  the 
midwives  in  their  confinements.  This  represents  64 of  iiome 
deliveries. 
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{a)  When  acting  as  a  midwife  .  515 

(6)  When  acting  as  a  maternity  Nurse .  537 


All  the  municipal  midwives,  with  one  exception,  are  now  qualified 
to  administer  analgesia. 

Notifications  from  Midwives. 

The  following  notifications  were  received  at  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  from  domiciliary  midwives  : — 

Sending  for  medical  aid  .  339  (342  cases,  348  causes). 


Intention  to  practise  . 

.  46 

Artificial  feeding  . 

.  125 

Deaths  :  Mothers . 

Infants . 

.  8 

Still  births  . 

.  14 

Source  of  infection  . 

.  17 

Laying  out  . 

.  2 

Medical  Aid  under  Section  14(1)  of  the  Midwives’  Act,  1918. 

The  principal  reasons  for  calling  in  medical  aid  were  ; — 

{a)  Domiciliary  Cases — 

(1)  Mothers  : 

Malpresentations,  delayed  or  prolonged  labour .  28 


Abortion  or  threatened  abortion  .  32 

Haemorrhage  .  24 

Perineal  rupture  .  106 

Increased  pulse  and  temperature  .  7 

Albuminuria,  oedema .  9 

Retained  placenta  .  17 

Other  causes .  32 

(2)  Babies  : 

Feebleness  and  jaundice .  28 

Discharging  eyes  .  45 

Deformities,  injury  .  10 

Cold  .  2 

Other  causes .  8 


348 

(6)  Institutional  Cases  where  Medical  Aid  was 


Summoned,  Numbered .  282 

Total  .  630 
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Part  II  Training  School  for  Pupil  Midwives. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  : — 

In  training  on  1st  January,  1950  .  6 

New  Students  during  1950  .  20 

Still  in  training  on  31st  December,  1950  .  12 

Number  of  students  who  entered  for  Part  II  of  the 

Board’s  Examination  .  17 

Number  of  students  who  passed  examination  .  14 


Of  the  three  students  who  failed,  one  subsequently  entered  for 
the  examination  and  passed,  and  two  are  having  extended  training 
to  enter  again  later. 

Six  pupils  completed  training  to  administer  “  gas  and  air  ’’ 
analgesia. 

Eight  former  pupils  are  now  engaged  in  midwifery  in  the  Borough. 

Wassermann  Tests. 

Routine  Wassermann  tests  were  carried  out  on  1,503  cases  of 
whom  11  gave  positive  results.  11  patients  were  referred  to  special 
clinics  and  9  to  the  chest  clinic. 

Defects  Found. 

The  following  were  the  defects  found  among  the  mothers  : — 


Dental  caries  .  194 

Respiratory  diseases  .  12 

Varicose  veins .  99 

Oedema  .  63 

Albuminuria  . 21 

Raised  blood  pressure .  31 

Glycosuria  . 

Cardiac  disease  . 38 


Rhesus  Factor. 

1,392  specimens  of  blood  from  expectant  mothers  and  83  cord 
specimens  from  babies  were  examined  for  Rhesus  Factor.  1,115 
had  positive  re-action  and  277  were  negative.  (Six  mothers  were 
admitted  to  hospital  with  active  anti-bodies). 

Maternity  Outfits. 

1,602  complete  outfits  were  distributed  to  expectant  mothers 
from  the  Health  Department  during  1950. 
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Training  Courses. 

Two  of  the  municipal  miclwives  received  a  course  of  training  in 
the  care  of  premature  babies  and  two  undertook  a  post-graduate 
training  course. 


SECTION  24.— HEALTH  VISITING. 

During  1950  the  Health  Visitors  paid  the  following  visits  to  homes 


Expectant  mothers  :  1st  visits  .  202 

Post-natal  mothers  .  221 

Children  under  1  year  of  age  :  1st  visits  .  1,951 

Subsequent  visits  .  9,138 

Children  between  1  and  5  years  :  visits .  14,065 

Visits  re  still  births  .  35 

,,  infant  deaths  .  79 

,,  adopted  children  .  10 

,,  domestic  helps  .  41 

,,  tuberculosis .  3,969 

,,  other  infectious  diseases .  1,807 

,,  admission  to  Maternity  hospital  .  11 


Child  Welfare  Centres. 

Four  morning  and  seven  afternoon  clinics  are  held  each  week. 
Two  of  the  morning  clinics  are  devoted  to  toddlers.  Five  sessions 
are  held  at  the  Municipal  Clinic  and  six  at  the  branch  clinics,  as 
follows  : — 

Municipal  Clinic,  Stanhope  Parade — Thursday  and  Saturday 
mornings  ;  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday  afternoons. 

‘  Nook  ’  Hall,  Cleadon  Park^ — Wednesday  morning  ;  Tuesday 
and  Friday  afternoons. 

West  Harton  Methodist  Church  Hall — ^Wednesday  morning. 
Ingham  Street  Hall — Thursday  afternoon. 

Hudson  Street  Youth  Club — ^Friday  afternoon. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  at  these  Centres  : 


New  attenders  during  1950  .  1,619 

Number  of  attendances .  24,882 

Number  of  sessions  held .  521 
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SECTION  25.— HOME  NURSING  SERVICE. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  of  the  South  Shields  and 
District  Nursing  Association  ; — 

Cases  on  books  at  1st  January,  1950  .  192 

New  cases — Medical  .  869 

Surgical  .  o25 

1,194 

Visits  paid  by  nurses  .  41,417 

Cases  remaining  on  books  at  31st  December,  1950  198 
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SECTION  26.— VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 
Vaccination. 

Of  the  2,023  births  occurring  in  1949  and  surviving  on  31st 
December,  1949- — -192  infants  (9.5%)  were  successfully  vaccinated 
by  the  31st  December,  1950. 

Of  children  surviving  at  12  months  of  age 

From  1920  to  1929  .  . 43.1%  were  successfully 

vaccinated. 

From  1930  to  1939  .  .  . 38.8%  were  successfully 

vaccinated. 

From  1940  to  1948  (4th  July) .  . 41.4%  were  successfully 

vaccinated. 

From  5th  July,  1948  to  end  of  1949  .  9.9%  were  successfully 

vaccinated. 


During  1950 — 468  vaccinations  (349  by  private  practitioners 
and  119  by  our  medical  officers)  and  216  re- vaccinations  (160  by 
private  practitioners  and  56  by  our  medical  officers)  were  carried 
out. 


Since  the  National  Health  Service  Act  came  into  force  on  5th 
July,  1948,  certificates  of  successful  vaccination  as  under  have  been 
received.  : — 


Vaccinations. 

*1948 

1949 

1950 

Under  1  year  old  . 

..  101 

120 

272 

1  to  4  years  . 

14 

63 

67 

5  to  14  3^ears  . 

9 

14 

30 

Over  15  years  . 

15 

29 

99 

Total  Vaccinations . 

139 

226 

468 

Re- Vaccinations. 

* 

1  to  4  years  . 

— 

2 

5 

5'  to  14  years  . 

2 

8 

19 

Over  15  years  . 

31 

43 

192 

Total  Re-vaccinations 

33 

53 

216 

*6  months  only. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

1,529  children  were  immunised  during  1950,  of  these  1,510  were 
immunised  by  medical  officers  of  the  Health  Department. 

In  addition  1,067  children  had  reinforcing  treatment.  Immunisa¬ 
tion  was  suspended  from  8th  July  until  14th  September,  owing 
to  the  prevalence  of  poliomyelitis.  It  was  estimated  that  at  the 
end  of  1950,  86%  of  the  school  children  in  the  Borough  and  59% 
of  children  under  5  years  of  age,  had  been  immunised.  The 
following  table  shows  the  state  of  immunisation  of  South  Shields 
children  : — 


76 


SECTION  27— AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  work  of  the  Ambulance 


Service  during  1950  : — 

By  By  Bitting 

(1)  Patients.  Ambulance.  Case  Cars. 

Removals  to  or  from  addresses  in  South 

Shields  .  19,006  5,269 

Removals  to  or  from  addresses  outside 

South  Shields  .  2,304  301 


Total  patients  .  21,310  5,570 


(2)  JOUKNEYS. 

Journeys  with  patients  in  South  Shields  6,531  2,147 

Journeys  with  patients  outside  South 

Shields  .  1,021  259 

Mid  wives  with  Analgesic  Apparatus  938  1,587 

Accidents  and  Emergencies  .  923  95 

Other  journeys .  1,222  282 


Total  journeys  .  10,635  4,370 


(3)  Mileage. 

Mileage  in  South  Shields  .  56,683  20,639 

Mileage  outside  South  Shields  .  32,312  5,123 


Total  mileage  .  88,995  25,762 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  in  service  7  ambulances  and 
2  cars.  There  were  21  driver-attendants,  one  ambulance  super¬ 
intendent  and  1  telephone  operator. 


SECTION  28— PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND 

AFTER-CARE. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

It  was  unnecessary  to  take  anv  action  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  nor  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  172  during  1950. 

j 

‘  Special  Housing  Scheme. 

Sixty  houses  have  been  allocated  to  tuberculous  families 
and  were  continuously  occupied  during  the  year.  In  all  cases 
the  tenants  pay  full  rent.  Many  other  families  in  which  there  is  a 
case  of  tuberculosis  have  qualified  under  the  Council’s  points  ” 
scheme  which  allows  6  extra  points  in  certain  cases  upon  certificate 
of  Tuberculosis  Medical  Officer,  and  in  all  there  are  over  300 
families  in  which  there  is,  or  has  been,  a  patient  suffering  from  the 
disease  living  in  houses  on  the  Council’s  housing  estates. 

Incidence  oi  Tuberculosis. 

Ko.  of  South  Shields  residents  on  the  tuberculosis 


notification  register  on  1st  January,  1950  .  1,144 

Cases  notified  during  1950  201 

Non-notified  fatal  cases  .  2 

Notified  posthumously  .  — 

Cases  re- admitted  to  register .  14 

‘‘  Inward  ”  Transfers .  8 


1,369 


Cases  removed  from  register  : — 

Heaths  from  tuberculosis  or  other  disease  .  77 

Left  the  town  .  21 

Two  years  untraced  .  39 

Three  years  free  (non-respiratory)  .  81 

Five  years  free  (respiratory) .  63 


Wrong  diagnosis  or  notification  withdrawn  . 

281 


Number  of  cases  on  register  at  end  of  1950 


1,088 


78 


Respiratory  . 

Non  -respiratory 


Males.  Females.  Total. 

508  402  910 

78  100  178 

586  502  1,088 


There  were  56  fewer  cases  on  the  register  on  the  31st  December 
than  on  the  1st  January,  1950. 


Of  the  201  cases  notified  there  were  : — 

Males. 


Respiratory .  90 

Non -respiratory  .  16 


Femnles. 

76 

19 


Total. 

166 

35 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  “  new  cases  ”  (including 
the  2  un-notified)  classified  according  to  age. 


x4ge  Group. 


Under  1  year 
1+  years 
2 — 4  years 
5 — 9  years 
10 — 14  years 
15 — 19  years 
20 — 24  years 
25 — 34  years 
35 — 44  years 
45 — 54  years 
55 — 64  years 
65 — 74  years 
75+  years 


Respiratory. 

Non- 

respiratory. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

9 

6 

5 

2 

4 

5 

4 

10 

15 

4 

1 

11 

16 

1 

1 

22 

12 

3 

6 

13 

5 

16 

2 

1 

9 

9 

1 

1 

2 

91 

76 

17 

19 



Total 
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These  figures  include  8  Arabs,  6  of  which  were  respiratory 
cases  : — 

Males  aged  61,  50,  36,  25  and  17 .  5 

Female  aged  21  .  1 

2  nonrespiratory  cases  : — males  aged  17  and  9 .  2 

Total .  8 


The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  or  ascertained 
during  each  of  the  past  10  years  is  as  follows  : — 


1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

Notified  : — 

ResjDiratory  . 

194 

176 

190 

210 

177 

222 

165 

195 

188 

166 

Non-respiratory 

78 

95 

87 

82 

75 

54 

54 

45 

36 

35 

Not  Notified  : — 

Respiratory  . 

10 

9 

7 

9 

7 

8 

9 

8 

10 

1 

Non-respiratory  . 

7 

5 

5 

2 

7 

4 

1 

2 

2 

1 

Total  . 

289 

285 

289 

303 

266 

288 

229 

250 

236 

203 

Attack-rate 

3.11 

3.19 

3.36 

3.32 

2.84 

2.87 

2.25 

2.34 

2.18 

1.86 

Cases  per  100  deaths  . 

198 

218 

256 

291 

251 

280 

283 

309 

207 

303 

During  1950,  203  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  in  the 
County  Borough,  33  fewer  than  in  1949.  Of  these  167  were 
respiratory  and  36  in  which  the  disease  affected  organs  other  than 
the  lungs.  The  attack  rate  was  1.86  per  1,000  of  the  population 
(1.53  respiratory  and  0.33  non-respiratory).  Among  males  the 
attack  rate  was  0.99  and  among  females  0.87  per  1,000.  The 
respiratory  attack  rate  among  males  was  0.83  and  among  females 
0.70  while  the  non-respiratory  rate  was  0.16  among  males  and  0.17 
among  females. 

During  the  last  26  years  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  has  decreased 
considerably,  more  particularly  in  the  non-respiratory  form  of  the 
disease.  The  following  table  sets  out  the  average  number  of  new 
cases  and  the  attack  rates  in  five  year  periods  since  1925. 


Nkw  Cases  in  Five  Year  Periods  I 

(Average).  ,  Attack  Rates  (Average). 
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AVERAGE  ANNUAL  CASES  OF  RESPIRATORY  TUBERCULOSIS  (in  Age  Groups),  192511950, 
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AGE  AND  SEX  OF  CASES  ON  NOTIFICATION  REGISTER  AS  ON 

31st  DECEMBER,  1950. 


Age 

Groups 

MALES. 

FEMALES 

Total 

Respiratory 

Non- 

respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

respiratory 

0-  4  years 

10 

1 

7 

5 

23 

5-  9  years 

32 

19 

30 

10 

91 

10-14  years 

50 

12 

39 

14 

115 

15-19  years 

39 

11 

51 

14 

115 

20-24  years 

53 

10 

81 

13 

157 

25-29  years 

70 

11 

66 

15 

162 

30-34  years 

58 

■ — 

41 

7 

106 

35-39  years 

36 

2 

27 

8 

73 

40-44  years 

28 

3 

30 

3 

64 

45-49  years 

36 

3 

13 

3 

55 

50-54  years 

34 

2 

9 

47 

55-59  years 

25 

4 

4 

o 

35 

60-04  years 

21 

2 

2 

25 

65-69  years 

13 

2 

15 

70-74  vears 

2 

2 

75-79  years 

1 

1 

2 

80-84  years 

1 

1 

Totals 

508 

78 

402 

100 

1 ,088 

Mortality. 


Tuberculosis  caused  67  deaths  during  1950,  61  respiratory  and 
6  non-respiratory.  This  represents  a  death  rate  of  0.61  per  1000  of 
the  population,  compared  with  1.05  for  1949  and  is  the  lowest  death- 
rate  from  tuberculosis  recorded  in  the  town. 


The  death  rate  in  South  Shields  from  tuberculosis  during  the 
past  ten  years  was  as  follows  : — 


1941  1942 

1943 

1944  1945 

1 

1946 

1947 

m48  1949 

! 

1950 

Respiratory  . 

1.30 

.27 

1.15 

.31 

1.07 

.24 

0.97 

.17 

0.93 

.20 

0.86 

.17 

0.70 

.09 

0.68 

.07 

0.98 

.07 

0.55 

0.06 

Non-respiratory 

The  following  table  sets  out  a  comparison  of  the  death  rates  of 
the  country  as  a  whole,  for  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  : — 


England  and  Wales .  0.86 

126  large  towns  .  0.42 

148  smaller  towns  .  0.88 

jjondon  .  0.89 

Hoiith  Shields  .  0.61 
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The  following  table  shows  the  mortality  from  all  forms  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  during  the  last  26  years.  While  there  has  been  a  decrease 
in  the  total  death  rates,  the  rates  for  males  from  respiratory 
tuberculosis  has  remained  consistently  above  that  for  females. 


Death  Rates  (Average). 


Quin-  j 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

respiratory. 

Total 

(All  forms). 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

1925-29 

.68 

.66 

1.34 

.29 

.21 

.50 

.97 

.87 

1.84 

1930-34 

.72 

.60 

1.32 

.26 

.19 

.45 

.98 

.79 

1.77 

1935-39 

.55 

.38 

0.93 

.15 

.11 

.26 

.70 

.49 

1.19 

1940-44 

.66 

.47 

1.13 

.11 

.13 

.24 

.77 

.60 

1.37 

1945-49 

.52 

.31 

0.83 

.05 

.07 

.12 

.57 

.38 

0.95 

1950 . 

i 

.36 

.19 

0.55 

.03 

.03 

.06 

.39 

.22 

0.61 

Residential  Institutional  Treatment. 


I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  0.  W.  Marienfeld,  Chest  Physician,  for  the 
follov'ing  particulars  of  treatment  : — 

The  following  table  shoves  the  number  of  admissions  to  various 
residential  institutions  during  1948,  1949  and  1950. 


Cleadon  Park  Sanatorium . 

Stanhope  Sanatorium  . 

Poole  Sanatorium  . 

Other  sanatoria  . 

Ingham  Infirmary  . 

General  Hospital  .  203 

The  total  number  of  individual  patients  treated  in  these 
institutions  during  1950  was  322  ;  a  few  have  been  under  treatment 
at  more  than  one  institution. 

The  average  number  of  beds  occupied  daily  during  1950,  by 
tuberculous  patients  was  138,  in  all  these  institutions,  as  under  : — - 

•  Men.  Women.  Children. 

Respiratory .  58  54  11 

Non-respiratory  .  3  2  10 

including  an  average  of  7  ex-service  pensioners  (6  men  and  1  woman). 
During  1950  there  was  no  name  on  the  waiting  list. 


1948 

1949 

1950 

107 

85 

92 

2 

100 

66 

78 

9 

10 

11 

70 

43 

39 

203 

192 

183 
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Treatment  at  the  Chest  Clinic. 


1948 

1949 

1950 

Cases  seen  by  the  Chest  Physician  . 

8,949 

9,005 

9,360 

No.  of  new  examinations  . 

1,363 

1,464 

1,624 

No.  of  contacts  examined  . 

490 

575 

388 

Percentage  of  contacts  which  proved  to 
be  tuberculous  . 

5.7% 

6.2% 

4.4% 

X-ray  examinations  (screens)  . 

6,436 

6,616 

7,011 

X-ray  films* . 

1,225 

1,226 

1,574 

Tomograms  (patients)*  . 

35 

28 

26 

Tuberculin  Tests  . 

601 

738 

743 

Blood  sedimentation  rate  . 

1,269 

1,297 

1,334 

Sputum  examinations*  . 

2,067 

2,152 

2,229 

No.  of  visits  by  Health  Visitors  to 
tuberculous  patients  . 

4,436 

4,934 

3,969 

*  at  the  General  Hospital. 

There  were  10,442  attendances  at  the  Chest  Clinic  during  1950, 
1,082  of  these  were  for  intermediate  treatment. 


Collapse  Therapy. 

Artificial  pneumothorax  inductions  . 29 

Pneumoperitoneum  inductions  .  9 

Division  of  adhesions .  1,3 

Phrenic  operations  .  3 

Bronchoscopies  .  24 

Thoracoplasty— 1st  stage  . \  11 

do.  — -2nd  stage  . f 

Excision  .  10 


Domiciliary  Treatment. 

Twenty -six  patients  were  supplied  with  one  pint  of  milk  daily, 
amounting  in  all  to  959  gallons. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Since  July  5th,  1948,  the  clinic  building  and  staff  were  transferred 
to  the  South  Shields  District  Hospital  Management  Committee, 

The  following  table  shows  in  detail  the  cases  dealt  with  at  the 
South  Shields  Centre  for  the  first  time  during  each  of  the  past 
ten  years. 


1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949  1950 

Syphilis  . . 

166 

237 

255 

205 

185 

157 

153 

171 

122 

93 

Gonorrhoea 

279 

234 

266 

237 

269 

298 

259 

233 

166 

160 

Other  conditions 

401 

362 

460 

450 

406 

542 

505 

486 

544 

490 

Total  . . . 

846 

833 

981 

992 

860 

997 

917 

890 

832 

743 

The  cases  dealt  with  for  the  first  time  include  the  following 
numbers  of  patients  who  were  known  to  have  had  treatment  for 
the  same  infection  at  other  centres,  in  Service  Hospitals  or  by 
general  practitioners  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  under 
Circular  2226  : — 


1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

Syphilis  . 

62 

102 

98 

66 

83 

76 

72 

88 

60 

46 

Gonorrhoea  . 

32 

23 

15 

7 

31 

71 

33 

38 

23 

29 

Other  conditions  . 

23 

17 

15 

2 

10 

8 

17 

36 

14 

T  otal  . 

107 

142 

128 

73 

116 

157 

113 

143 

119 

89 

..iSBTTiUBMVvVu 

The  following  table  shows  fche  attendances  at  the  South  Shields 
centre  during  the  past  10  years. 


Year. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

1941 . 

12,254 

7,930 

4,324 

1942  . 

12,514 

7,824 

4,690 

1943 . 

16,361 

9,192 

7,169 

1944 . 

17,552 

9.021 

8,531 

1945 . 

. '  15,217 

7,542 

7,675 

1946 . 

. 1  14,155 

6,804 

7,351 

1947 . 

11,211 

5,725 

5,486 

1948 . 

10,463 

5,387 

4,976 

1949 . 

8,746 

4,534 

4,212 

1950 . 

8,078 

4,192 

3,886 
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Total  cases  treated  at  the  South  Shiehls  centre  during  1950. 
including  cases  who  had  continued  treatment  from  1949  : — 


Male. 

. 

Female. 

4^otal. 

Svphilis  . 

209 

150 

359 

Gonorrhoea  . 

175 

30 

205 

Other  conditions  . 

530 

48 

578 

Disposal  of  Cases. 


other 

Syphilis.  ,  Gonorrhoea.  |  Conditions. 


,1, 


M. 

F. 

M. 

F.  1 

M. 

F. 

Ceased  attendance  : 

j 

{n)  Before  completion  of 

1 

treatment 

6 

15 

11 

4 

(0  After  completion  of 

I 

treatment,  but  before 
final  tests  of  cure 

2  i 

Transferred  to  other  centres 

or  to  private  practitioners 
Discharged  after  completion 

65 

19 

47 

3  : 

1 

of  treatment  and  final  tests 
of  cure  . 

30 

39 

80 

16  1 

481 

47 

Died 

Under  treatment  on  .31st 

1 

.  i 

December,  19.50 

107 

77 

37 

5 

48 

1 

Xon- residents  were  treated  at  the  centre  from  28  countries  other 
than  England  and  Wales  and  from  11  administrative  counties  and 
20  County  Boroughs. 


South  Shields  Cases  treated  at  other  centres. 

Other 

Syphilis.  Gonorrhoea  Con-  Total 


ditioiis.  Cases. 

Liverpool  .  .  .  1  1 

Newcastle  3  11  27  41 

Sunderland  .  1  .  6  7 


Total  .  4  11  34  49 
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SECTION  51.— MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Full  details  of  the  scheme  for  Mental  Health  are  set  out  in  my 
annual  report  for  1948. 

There  are  three  duly  authorised  officers.  The  majority  of 
persons  suffering  from  mental  illness  in  various  forms  pass  through 
the  hands  of  these  officers,  who  maintain  direct  contact  with  the 
patient  in  his  home  and  do  everything  possible  to  alleviate  the 
distress  of  both  patient  and  relative.  They  handle  all  kinds  of 
problems  which  in  some  cases  have  contributed  to  the  mental 
illness,  and  in  this  respect  an  advisory  service  is  maintained. 
Friendly  care  and  after  care  visits  are  made,  and  patients  and 
relatives  often  call  at  the  officers’  private  residence  for  help  and 
advice. 

The  National  Association  for  Mental  Health,  with  the  co-operation 
of  the  dulv  authorised  officers,  assist  in  the  work  in  connection 
with  the  care  and  after-care  of  persons  suffering  from  mental 
illness,  and  periodical  reports  are  submitted  on  the  cases  dealt  with 
by  the  Association’s  Mental  Health  Workers. 

A  clinic  is  held  at  South  Shields  once  a  week.  23  cases  are  under 
the  supervision  of  these  workers.  Some  of  them  are  employed  or 
are  being  maintained  in  other  parts  of  this  region. 

The  supervision  of  Mental  Defectives  in  South  Shields  under 
Statutory  and  Voluntary  Supervision  or  on  licence  is  carried  out 
by  the  duly  authorised  officers,  who  make  regular  home  visits  and 
obtain  appropriate  reports,  giving  help  and  advice  on  social  and 
personal  problems  and  taking  necessary  action  in  cases  where 
institutional  care  is  indicated.  Home  circumstances  reports  are 
also  obtained  in  respect  of  defectives  in  institutions  (u)  on  the 
occasion  of  statutory  consideration  of  the  Order  of  detention,  and 
(&)  in  connection  with  applications  for  the  grant  of  leave  of  absence. 

A  clinic  is  held  once  a  month  by  the  mental  specialist  from 
Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital,  to  whom  cases  are  referred  for 
admission  to  hospital. 

The  Child  Guidance  Clinic  at  Sunderland  undertakes  the  examina¬ 
tion,  diagnosis  and  sometimes  treatment  of  maladjusted  and 
subnormal  children  from  South  Shields. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  hospital  treatment  of  mental 
cases  during  1950  : — 


Under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts,  1890-1930,  by  duly  authorised  oificers. 
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Under  Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913-1938. 


(i)  Ascertainment,  including  number  of  defectives  awaiting 
vacancies  in  Institutions  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 


M. 

Cases  reported  by  Local  Education  Authority  : 
Under  Section  57(3),  Education  Act,  1944  2 
Under  Section  57(5),  Education  Act,  1944  1 
Other  ascertained  defectives  found  subject 

to  be  dealt  with  . 


F.  Total, 

2  4 

6  7 

2  2 


3  10  13 


Disposal  : — 

Taken  to  Place  of  Safety  .  1  1 

Placed  under  Statutory  Supervision  .  1  9  10 

Action  not  yet  taken  .  2  .  >  2 


3  10  13 


Number  of  defectives  admitted  to  Institu¬ 
tions  during  the  year .  6  2  8 

Number  of  defectives  awaiting  vacancies  in 

Institutions  at  the  end  of  the  year .  3  14  17 

Died,  or  removed  from  area .  5  2  7 


(ii)  Guardianship  and  Supervision  : — 
Number  of  cases  under  Guardianship  (over 


16  years)  .  1 

Number  of  cases  under  Statutory  Super¬ 
vision  : — 

(under  16  years)  .  11 

(aged  16  years  and  over)  .  50 

Number  of  cases  under  Voluntary 
Supervision  : — 

(over  16  years)  .  4 


1 

10  21 

50  100 

2  6 


66  62  128 


m 


(lii)  Training  : — 

Number  of  Mental  Defectives  receiving 

training  . 

Total  number  of  Mental  Defectives  in 
Hospitals  and  Institutions  (including 
cases  on  licence  therefrom''  : — 

(under  16  years)  .  12  9  21 

(aged  16  years  and  over)  .  81  46  127 


m 


55  148 
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SICK  ROOM  REQUISITES. 


332  articles  from  the  lo 

an  cupboards 

were  lent  during 

the  year, 

as  follows  ; — 

Public 

Health 

Voluntary 

Total. 

Bed  pans  . 

Department. 

51 

Association. 

50 

101 

Air  cushions  . 

35 

18 

53 

Invalid  chairs  . 

50 

50 

Rubber  sheets . 

34 

10 

44 

Bed  rests  . 

31 

12 

43 

Crutches  . 

17  prs. 

17 

Urinals  . 

3 

7 

10 

Air  beds  . 

1 

6 

1— r 

i 

Bed  tables  . 

3 

♦:> 

Cradles  (Orthopaedic) . 

2 

2 

Feeding  Cups  . 

1 

1 

Scales  for  Diabetics . 

1 

1 

Total  . 

156 

176 

332 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948.-^SECTION  47. 

Under  this  section  provision  is  made  for  securing  the  necessary 
care  and  attention  for  persons  suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease 
or,  being  aged,  infirm  or  physically  incapacitated,  are  living  in 
insanitarv  conditions  and  are  unable  to  devote  to  themselves,  and 

%j  ' 

are  not  receiving  from  other  persons,  proper  care  and  attention.” 

No  cases  were  actually  dealt  with  under  this  Section  during  the 
year.  Two  old  persons  aged  84  and  76  were  persuaded  to  accept 
Part  III  accommodation  voluntarily.  One  old  man  aged  84,  who 
was  found  to  be  neglected  was  dealt  with  under  Section  20  of  the 
Lunacy  Act,  1890,  but  he  died  soon  after  admission  to  hospital. 
Another  woman  of  68  was  removed  to  hospital  after  being  found 
wandering  on  the  street  and  obviously  neglected.  She  died  a  few 
weeks  after  admission. 

To  obviate  the  delay  in  dealing  with  persons  under  Section  47  of 
the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  the  Welfare  Committee  were 
given  plenary  powers  to  initiate  the  necessary  proceedings. 

Special  Medical  Examinations. 

256  special  medical  examinations  were  carried  out  by  the  medical 
staff  of  the  department  for  South  Shields  Corporation  employees  : — 
241  for  Superannuation  purposes  and 
15  for  the  N.T.I.C.  Sickness  Pav  Scheme. 

K/ 
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